
Focus on the Landscape… 

Across Utah and Idaho 
Recently we have experienced a change in our household. Last year after praying we 

felt led to invite JeQuita’s parents to move in with us. We knew this would be a 

blessing to them. We anticipated it would bring change that would impact them, us, 

and our youngest son, Tanner. 

Tanner, gladly moved into the basement where he spent the last couple of summers 

fleeing the heat of his upstairs bedroom. It did mean him moving completely into the 

basement including his museum of trophies. Not all made it down, some ended up in 

Hunter’s old room. All of this required some change, but the biggest change was for 

JeQuita’s parents. Downsizing from a house to a bedroom and shared bathroom 

requires a lot of work, and yes, a rented storage unit.    

I share this because in some ways we are all ready for some big change; the return to 

freedom from the pandemic these past thirteen months. JeQuita says there is going to 

be a big mask burning celebration (she teaches all day with one on).  I am ready for 

some freedom myself but not sure burning my masks will do that. I still hear of 

friends catching the virus each week so I’m still leery of traveling too much. 

It has been nice to worship together and see folks I have not seen since the pandemic 

started yet still there are others I have not seen. Our lives have been drastically 

changed and our ministries have had to be creative making some major adaptations 

this past year. The one change I liked most is being able to digitally attend many of 

our churches from my home. This past Sunday morning, since I had just had my 

second vaccine shot, I watched most of three worship services and parts of two 

additional sermons. All of that before I preached that evening at Oquirrh Mountain 

Country Church.   

If you are like me, change is challenging but some change is refreshing. That is 

probably why so many of us are tired of this pandemic routine and can’t wait to burn 

our masks.        Rob Lee 

Behold, I am  
doing a new 
thing; now it 

springs forth, do 
you not perceive 

it? I will make 
a way in the  

wilderness and 
rivers in the  

desert.  
Isaiah 43:19, ESV 
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UISBC Cooperative Program  

Giving Report 
January-February 2021 

Cooperative Program giving  

  January $79,304.91 

February $52,731.36 

March $61,613.56  

Cooperative Program budget  

$63,391.58 

Over/Under CP budget  

  January +$15,913.33 

February -$10,660.22 

March -$1,778.02 

State Missions Offering given 

 January $6,175.12 

February $4,274.64 

March $6,399.56 

January-March 2021 

Cooperative Program giving  

$193,649.83 

Cooperative Program budget  

$190,174.74 

Over/Under CP budget  

+$3,475.09 (+1.8%) 

State Missions Offering 

$16,849.32 

State Missions Offering 2021 Goal 

$95,000 

Pastorless Churches 

• Sevier Valley Baptist Church, Richfield, Perry Causey, Interim 

• Salt Lake Chinese Baptist Church 

• Stites Baptist Church 

• Central Valley Baptist Church, Cascade 

• First Baptist Church, Orofino 

• Teton Valley Cowboy Church 

• First Baptist Church, Moab 

• Red Hills Southern Baptist Church, Enoch 

• Christian Community Church, Mesquite 

• *Roosevelt Baptist Church 

*New church since last Connections 

 

Welcome New Pastors 

• First Baptist Church, Duchesne, Carl Wimmer 

• Crossroads Community Church, Rose Lake, Bill Muck 

• Pastor Raymond Kim – Pastor Kim was installed as the new 

pastor of the church after Pastor Cha retired as pastor for 30 years 

at Bethany Korean Baptist Church, Layton. 

 

Prayer & Praises 

• Pray for Don Emerson’s wife Carole and family after Don’s 
home going to the Lord April 14th. Don served as Pastor of 
Maranatha Baptist Church, Logan before retiring.  

• UISBC Executive Board meeting to be held in May 

• Continued prayers of comfort and peace for Deborah Rhodes 
and Christian Community Church, Mesquite in the passing of 
Pastor Dan Rhodes from COVID. 

• Prayers for our pastors and pastors’ wives recovering from 
COVID-19. 

• Prayers for our pastors, pastors’ wives, church leaders, and 
churches as they continue to adapt and make decisions related 
COVID-19 pandemic impact on ministries. 

• Continued prayers for pastor’s wife, Hope Waldrop, and her 
recovery and continued treatment. 

• Prayer for Ben Neiser, State Collegiate Ministries 
Coordinator, campus minister at BYU and Utah Valley State 
University and co-planter in Provo of Mosaic and family as he 
assists his family with his dad’s recovery from surgery. 

• Continued prayers for comfort and peace for retired pastor 
Andy Hornbaker, Sr. in his wife’s, JoAnn, passing into glory with 
Christ. 

• Praise the Lord for JoEllen Claypool dental needs. Many folks 
have contributed to fully fund her upcoming major dental 
surgery.   

• Pray for Nathan Harden and family in the home going of his 
mom. 

In the Know…  
 Treasure Valley Southern Baptist 

Association has a new address:  

 Treasure Valley Southern Baptist Association 

 PO Box 414 

 Emmett, ID 83617 

 Any church in need of a steeple or baptistry? 
Contact Pastor Ben Helton of Lifestone Church in 
Salt Lake at ben@lifestonechurch.net  

 June 13-16; The SBC Executive Committee has 
moved the Annual Meeting to Nashville Music City 
Center. Please note this change if you are making 
plans to attend. 

 June 25 at 6:30 p.m.; Salt Lake School of Theology 
is hosting a “Prospective Student Dinner”. Visit 
their website to discover more about this great 
opportunity. www.slst.us  

U & I Praying Together 

mailto:ben@lifestonechurch.net
http://www.slst.us


Send event provides fellowship, 

encouragement 
By Karen L. Willoughby 

 

KEARNS – A recent Send Network gathering provided a 

Utah-Idaho flavor to a national event. 

 

The March 17 Into the Harvest gathering at The Point 

Church in Kearns, where Corey Hodges is pastor, drew 62 

attendees from the two states. 

 

“In the past, NAMB has held Send Network Gatherings in 

larger regional meetings,” Bobby Wood told the UISBC 

Connections. Wood is the North American Mission Board’s 

Send missionary to Salt Lake City. “This year, NAMB 

decided to hold gatherings in all Send Cities in North 

America. Instead of just having a Salt Lake City gathering, 

we decided to have a Utah-Idaho gathering.” 

 

The “we” referred to the event’s steering committee: Mike 

Palmer, Michael Cooper, Richard Dugger, Clint Henry and 

Wood. NAMB provided the topic and goals of the gathering, 

but each gathering in every city represented the city’s unique 

planters, challenges, and contexts, Wood said. 

 

“Due to the difficulty of this last year for pastors and 

churches, the main purpose of the gathering was to 

encourage planters to continue to be faithful to their call,” 

Wood said. “We also wanted to challenge planters to think 

through our Send Network values of multiplication, family, 

and restoration.” 

 
The national event included gatherings in 32 Send Cities 
across the nation, all designed to encourage North American 
Mission Board (NAMB) church planting missionaries. 
 

Except for a NAMB promotional video, the day-long event in 

Kearns included only men – and pastor’s wives – from Utah 

and Idaho. They were deemed “experts” by the steering 

committee in planting churches in Utah and Idaho. 

 

The Into the Harvest event was connected with the Utah 

Idaho Southern Baptist Convention and included worship, 

messages, testimonies and panel discussions, with time for 

pastors and church leaders, and their wives, to visit with 

each other. 

 

See Into the Harvest online in four mostly hour-long 

sessions at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-

53kbLZqtQ, with technical expertise and uploading provided 

by Redemption Church in Ogden, Utah. 

 

Redemption Church’s worship band led worship, with 

Daniel Savage on vocals. 

 

“We live in the only pre-Christian area in the United States,” 

Wood said in opening remarks. “This is the last place! We 

UISBC Happenings 

Above: Pleasant View Baptist Church, White Bird, reached 
out to its community in a very Idaho kind of way.  Eloy 
Pineda owns a post and pole company and is a member of 
PVBC.  He donated a truckload of timber to be used for 
firewood.  It is spring and many people are short on money 
and firewood.  The men's group gathered for an early 
breakfast, then met at Deacon Dick Brust's wood lot to cut, 
split, and deliver 10-12 cords of free firewood to twelve 
different families in the area. The many families were very 
appreciative of the wood.  The Lord continues to bless the 
church with growth and an exciting spirit. 

Below: Primera Iglesia Bautista in Burley held revival 
celebrations March 5-7 as Evangelist Ryan Young of 
Oklahoma came to Idaho to share on the topic of true 
repentance.   The church reported three youth that made 
professions of faith, several recommitments, and people 
reported reconciliation between one another. The event 
reached youth and adults. Janet Molina shared, “It was 
powerful to see so many people, including myself, on our 
knees in prayer for ourselves, our church body, family, 
friends, and for our community.” There were between 75-90 
in attendance throughout the weekend. In his final message, 
Ryan Young remarked to the congregation, “The revival 
weekend is over but NOW is when TRUE revival begins as 
we get to work!” 

Send cont. on page 4 
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want you to be encouraged in your faithfulness 

to the mission, to proclaim the gospel, to see 

healthy local churches spring up where there 

have never been an evangelical presence 

before.” 

 

Clint Henry, pastor for the last 26 years at 

Central Valley Baptist Church in Meridian, 

Idaho, spoke from 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 – 

Consider your calling – in the day’s only 

sermon. “God has chosen you [and] God 

qualifies the called,” he preached his message 

of encouragement and challenge. “God is the 

one who builds the church. … 

 

“Every great movement of God started with a 

prayer meeting,” Henry continued with 

remarks related to the need for the pastor, planter and leader to 

be faithful. “Keep on praying.” 

 

Four panel discussions – Effective Sending Churches; Residency; 

Community Engagement; Impact on the Family – and two 

planter interviews – Scott Plath of South Fork Outdoorsman 

Church and Barry Smith of Pioneer Community Church in Eagle 

Mountain, Utah – provided seasoned, practical responses to 

penetrating questions by each facilitator. 

 

Effective sending churches don’t need to be large, but they need 

to be faithful in providing prayer support, ministering to the 

planter and his family, and undergirding the plant as best as they 

can. 

 

“Residency” is a type of internship to help prepare a planter from 

within a mother church. One way of seeing if someone is a 

potentially successful church planter is by 

seeing them in action as a summer missionary. 

 

Seeking out ways of participating in 

community events and building relationships 

with city leaders can build awareness of the 

new plant. But maintain focus on the reason 

for community engagement: It’s to share the 

gospel. 

 

The church planter’s wife and children are 

important components of his ministry team. 

They’re under a spotlight because of the 

planter’s role and especially in the case of 

children, most didn’t have a say in the decision 

to go into church planting. 

 

Retired engineer Thomas Miller and his wife attended the event 

from Idaho, where he is in the early stages of planting a church 

in the Avimor community of Greater Boise. 

 

“The most important thing to me and my wife was the 

encouragement garnered from listening to the panel 

discussions,” Miller said. “Of course, the preaching was most 

appropriate to that end as well.  I am acquainted with several of 

the folk who attended, so seeing them and fellowshipping with 

them was important to us as well for encouragement and 

edification.  It was a good day for us both; we have talked about 

these aspects several times since then.” 

 
Clint Henry is the sending church’s pastor. “The regional events 
allowed us to involve more people and the local leadership 
allowed us to contextualize the event for our work here in the 
West,” Henry said. “I loved the event and look forward to the 
next one.” 

Photos from Into the Harvest 
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Flexible VBS options allow churches to reach kids 
in varied pandemic contexts 

By Aaron Wilson 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – As COVID 
numbers improve in many locations 
around the country, much of the 
hesitation that surrounded 
Vacation Bible School a year ago 
has been replaced with anticipation 
as churches look forward to one of 
their calendar’s most significant 
evangelistic events. 

Nevertheless, the question, “How 
will we host VBS?” remains a valid 
consideration as leaders evaluate 
churchgoers’ comfort level in 
gathering during a pandemic. To 
help churches find a 2021 VBS 
format that’s right for their congregation and community, 
Lifeway has created a new set of resources structured around 
four VBS formats: 

1) Traditional: the “VBS as usual” approach 

2) Neighborhood: smaller gatherings held in members’ 
driveways, porches, yards and cul-de-sacs 

3) Alternate timetables or formats: Wednesday/Sunday 
nights, weekends or one-day VBS 

4) Virtual at home: online worship with in-home Bible study, 
recreation and crafts 

“Churches will differ in how they approach VBS this year, but 
they are overwhelmingly saying ‘yes’ to VBS because the gospel 
is worth sharing,” said Melita Thomas, VBS and kids ministry 
specialist. “Last year we identified four ways that VBS could 
safely happen. This year we’re doubling down on that and 
providing specific resources for each of those strategies. There’s 
no reason why a church can’t pull off VBS this year in whatever 
format they choose.” 

Church leaders can visit VBS.lifeway.com/yes-to-vbs to help 
determine the best VBS model for their congregation. There 
they can find an overview of each approach, discover available 
resources and download a free “4 VBS Strategies” e-book. 

For churches who plan to encourage kids to participate in a VBS 

experience from home or a church/
home hybrid model, leaders can also 
download the free “Virtual VBS 
Directors Guide.” This new resource 
includes: 

• guidance on scheduling VBS 
events and organizing volunteer 
teams 

• practical tips for recording 
quality video 

• suggestions for virtual crafts, 
recreation and Bible study activities 

• guidance for copyright 
compliance when using VBS music/
media 

• ideas on creating VBS at Home packs for families to enjoy 
together 

An 18-minute overview video of this year’s virtual VBS 
resources can also be found on Lifeway VBS’ Facebook page. 

Lifeway is offering two VBS themes this year: “Destination Dig,” 
an archaeological theme designed to help kids “unearth the 
truth about Jesus,” and “Concrete and Cranes,” which was 
introduced in 2020 to encourage children to “build on the love 
of Jesus.” 

Regardless of how churches host VBS during a pandemic, their 
approach is likely to be well received. According to a Lifeway 
Research study, almost 9 in 10 Protestant churchgoers (86%) 
say they are proud of how their church has responded during 
the coronavirus pandemic, with 58% strongly agreeing. 

“The reason Lifeway exists is to help churches be successful,” 
said Thomas. “By giving churches several options for how to 
host VBS and outfitting them with the best resources to pull it 
off in their particular context, we want to make things super 
easy for them.” 

More information on VBS options for 2021 can be found at 
vbs.lifeway.com. 

Aaron Wilson is a writer for Lifeway Christian Resources. 

This year, our VBS training events took on a new look and 
feel as we begin to transition back to live, in-person  
training events.  We hosted five English training sessions 
and one Spanish Language training across both states. 
Several of our events were streamed live on our YouTube 
channel, and are available on demand from our website, 
www.uisbc.org/vbs-2021.  

If you would like additional information about how we can 
partner with you to help facilitate VBS in the summer of 
2021, please reach out to Jason McNair at 
jmcnair@uisbc.org. He is happy to assist you with training 
resources and tips for hosting a great event that will reach 
families in your community. 

Utah and Idaho VBS trainings go hybrid 

https://vbs.lifeway.com/yes-to-vbs/
https://lifewayresearch.com/2021/03/23/churchgoers-proud-of-churchs-covid-19-response/
https://lifewayresearch.com/2021/03/23/churchgoers-proud-of-churchs-covid-19-response/
https://vbs.lifeway.com/
http://www.uisbc.org/vbs-2021
mailto:jmcnair@uisbc.org


IMB’s Nehemiah Teams launches 
gap-year program 

By Caroline Anderson* 
 
Taking a gap year is an appealing option for many recent 
graduates, and studies show growing numbers of students 
are choosing to pursue other interests before starting college. 
Significant influences in students taking gap years include 
the desire to travel, experience new cultures, take a break 
from school, gain life experience and volunteer.  
 
The International Mission Board’s Nehemiah Teams 
program is providing an opportunity for students to take a 
gap year to serve on the mission field.  
 
Nehemiah Teams offers summer missions opportunities for 
students to serve among unreached people groups, and this 
fall a new initiative called NT365, an IMB gap year, will be 
launched for high school and college graduates, ages 18 to 
23.  
 
NT365 is designed to help students discover God’s purpose 
for their lives and discern their role in fulfilling the Great 
Commission.  
 
Jess and Wendy Jennings founded Nehemiah Teams in 
2004 while they were living in Southeast Asia. The Jennings 
are now the student strategists for the Southeast Asian 
peoples region. 
 
Jess said NT365 will utilize programs already in place to 
offer an opportunity for high school or college graduates to 
be involved in cross-cultural missions.  
 
As part of this new IMB gap year, students will attend 
Advance Operations Training (AOT) which is designed to 
disciple, develop and commission students to serve. The 
Jennings have been conducting this three-month training in 
the Philippines since 2012. Through the training, Jess and 
Wendy have trained 72 young adults: 65 Filipinos, one 
Indonesian, three Nepalese and three U.S. Americans.   
 
NT365 will also involve the existing Hands On program. 
Hands On provides an opportunity for students and young 
adults to serve overseas for a semester. Jess said many 
Hands On requests go unfilled, and NT365 will allow more 
Hands On requests to be met with student missionaries. 
 
Students will serve in Southeast Asia in as many as four 
countries. Students will begin by attending the Advance 
Operations Training in the Philippines for three months. The 
students will join young adults from other Southeast Asian 
countries. At this training, the students will serve with their 
cohort in two deployments in two different countries for four 
to six weeks.  
 
Jess said  the spring NT365 participants will fulfill a Hands 
On job request in a fourth country. 
 
During the first three months, young adults will be involved 
in church planting in villages close to the training site, Jess 
explained. For the two short-term mission assignments and 
Hands On assignment, students will fill a specific request 
made by IMB personnel. Jess said this aids IMB workers as 
they move toward reaching their people groups with the 
gospel. 

From Cuba to U.S.: 

Irma Moss, president of Florida WMU, 

reflects on life lessons amid upheaval 

By Trennis Henderson, WMU National Correspondent 

ORLANDO, Fla.—Irma Moss vividly remembers five or six 
Communist soldiers invading her family’s home in Cuba and 
whisking her father off to jail in the wake of the Cuban 
Revolution. That was more than 60 years ago. 

It was a traumatic, life-changing experience for the 
frightened 8-year-old girl and her family.  

Fast forward to 2021 and Moss’ life journey eventually led to 
her current leadership role as state Woman’s Missionary 
Union president for Florida Baptists – but more on that in a 
moment. 

Incredibly, the day after 
her father’s arrest, he 
was released from 
custody. He told his 
wife and two young 
daughters that they had 
less than 12 hours to 
leave their house, 
abandon most of their 
possessions and find 
shelter elsewhere. Her 
father, a successful 
businessman in Cuba 
whose assets were 
immediately frozen by 
the Communist 
officials, made 
arrangements to 
immigrate to the United 
States and found work 
as a restaurant busboy. 

Moss, her mother and 
sister took refuge in her 
aunt’s one-room 
apartment in Havana. 
Her family eventually 
reunited in Florida 
several months later. 

Recounting their departure from Havana, Moss said flights 
to the U.S. were on the verge of being halted and the plane 
they hoped to board was overbooked by 13 passengers. 

“That was the beginning of the journey where my mom 
taught me that prayer changes things,” Moss recalled. She 
said her mom began praying that they would be able to get 
on the flight “and 13 people did not show up. God saved the 
last three seats for my mom, my sister and I.” 

“The doors opened in America” 

That also was the start of Moss’ new life in the United States. 
“God was in control,” she affirmed. “My mom and my dad 
always looked to do God's will. The doors closed for us in 
Cuba, but the doors opened in America and I bleed red, 
white and blue. I have lived the American dream.” 

After learning English and completing elementary school, 
middle school and high school in Orlando, Moss went on to 
college where she sensed God calling her to full-time 
Christian service. She earned her master’s degree at 

NT365 cont. on page 7 Prayer cont. on page 7 

Irma (Hernandez) Moss poses for a por-

trait with her older sister, Leisy. Moss, 

president of Florida WMU, said that alt-

hough “the doors closed for us in Cuba,” 

God blessed her with the privilege to “live 

the American dream.” (Photo courtesy of 

Irma Moss) 



“As a church planter and long-term missionary, our number one 
goal for this IMB gap year is that students will fit into the field 
strategies of the company (IMB) personnel requesting them,” 
Jess said. “Nehemiah Teams is very intentional in meeting field 
needs to impact the unreached.” 
 
Jess said Nehemiah Teams also places a strong emphasis on 
investing in young adults.  
 
“We are intentional in helping 
students grow in their walk with the 
Lord, become world Christians and 
then moving them to obey the Great 
Commission for life,” Jess said.  
 
NT365 provides extended 
opportunities to extend Christ’s 
witness.  
 
“What excites us the most can be 
summed up in one word: MORE,” 
Jess said.  
 
Jess said he is excited about more options for students, more 
time to spend with the students, and more impact in and 
through the lives of the students.  
 
George Siler, the student team manager in the IMB’s 
mobilization department, spoke to the value of the program. 
 
“Many young people are questioning the traditional path of 
pursuing higher education right after high school, especially 
when they have uncertainty about all the career choices, the 
cost, and the results,” Siler said. “This IMB gap year puts 
together the elements of mission service, cross-cultural 
experience and Christian education in a surprisingly affordable 
package. This is a gap year that is a great investment of your life, 
not a postponement.” 
 
Dr. Jody Dean, Associate Professor for Christian Education and 
Senior Associate Regional Dean for Extension Centers at New 

Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary (NOBTS), said the 
seminary and Leavell College are partnering with Nehemiah 
Teams to offer course credit through the school’s mentoring 
program and involvement in NT365. Students at Leavell College 
can earn 18 credit hours, and students at NOBTS can earn 22 
credit hours.  
 

Dr. Sandy Vandercook, Professor of 
English and Education and Associate 
Dean at Leavell College, said NT365 
provides an excellent opportunity for 
students who may not be ready to 
immediately move from high school to 
college.   
“They may not yet know what they want to 
study, nor may they have a direction for 
their careers. A gap year can provide 
invaluable experience related to skills of 
living in general, particularly since they 
will not be living at home,” Vandercook 
said.   
 

Vandercook served in the IMB’s two-year journeyman program 
in Brazil from 1988 to 1990.  
 
“There's something about making hard decisions, taking care of 
the "little" things that someone else may have done for them, 
making their faith their own and doing their initial college 
education in a non-traditional format that "grows" a person,” 
Vandercook said. “Even though some of these skills and 
attitudes are not academic or cognitive necessarily, such 
"adulting" can help students with readiness for a more 
traditional learning experience when the gap year has been 
completed.”  
 
Tentative dates for NT365 are August 28, 2021 through July 30, 
2022. Students should apply by June 15, 2021. Apply now. 
 
Caroline Anderson* writes for the IMB. 
*Name changed for security; Photo provided by IMB. 
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Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and was involved in education 
and youth ministry for several years. 

Along the way, she met and married her 
American husband, Tony, and they 
raised their son, Jonathan.  

Moss said the Lord eventually led her to 
“the mission field of public education” 
where she served as a teacher, principal 
and director of bilingual English as a 
Second Language for Orange County 
Public Schools. 

“In the school system, God gave me the 
opportunity to share Jesus Christ by my 
witness and my life,” Moss noted. 
“That's what missions is all about.” 

Connecting that belief to her WMU 
involvement, she said, “That’s why I love 
WMU so much because WMU is about 
prayer. My mama taught me to pray for 
everything and God will answer your 

prayer.  

“The other thing that I love about WMU 
is that we're teaching people about the 
best answer in life and that's Jesus 
Christ -- that He is the way, the only 
way.” 

“Missions will never grow old” 

Describing WMU as “the wonderful 
ministry that unites the church” amid 
today’s chaotic world, Moss said, 
“Missions will never grow old because 
missions is telling the story of Jesus. It’s 
telling the lost world that God loves 
them and that He died for them -- and 
that the only hope that we have for our 
sin is Jesus.” 

In her role as Florida WMU president, 
she added, “This is what the Lord was 
calling me to do and I needed to do it 
and to do it enthusiastically and do it to 
the best of my ability to glorify Him.” 

Cindy Bradley, executive director of 
Florida WMU, admitted it is “difficult to 
sum up the impact of Irma’s leadership 
and friendship over these past few 
years.” She said words that come to 
mind when she thinks of Moss include 
faithful, enthusiastic, prayerful, humble 
and discerning. 

“Her commitment to our God and to His 
Kingdom is unswerving,” Bradley 
affirmed. “She is a faithful student of 
God’s Word and is a faithful prayer 
warrior. When you ask Irma to pray 
about something, you know she really 
will.” 

That was a valuable life lesson Moss 
learned long ago from her mother at an 
airport in Cuba. It’s a lesson she still is 
practicing more than six decades later. 

Prayer cont. 



I believe unfor-
giveness is the #1 
obstacle to the next 
great release of 
God's power in a 
person's life, mar-
riage, church, de-
nomination, and 
even in a nation.  

Every person has 
been affected by un-
forgiveness in one 
way or another. Per-
haps someone has 
offended us, said 
something untrue 
about us, or even 
intentionally tried to 
hurt us and destroy 
our reputation. This may have led to holding a grudge or hav-
ing deep-rooted bitterness toward them.  

Sometimes when relationships go south, forgiveness is re-
fused. As we know, churches, denominations, and personal 
friendships can be ruptured by the wounds of unforgiveness 
and bitterness.  

Twenty-six years ago, through a mighty movement of God in 
my life and our church, the Lord revealed to me that the #1 
sin in the church is the sin of unforgiveness. I believe it is still 
true today. Hurt people often hurt other people. 

Nothing has built taller, deeper, and thicker walls in people's 
hearts like a spirit of unforgiveness. We see this in marriages, 
families, churches, denominations, and all over America to-
day. Unforgiveness leads to bitterness and division. Human 
relationships fractured by unforgiveness are damaging.  

In both the Old and New Testaments, the Bible is clear that 
we have sinned against God and need forgiveness. Jeremiah 
laments on behalf of his kinsmen in Israel, "Let us lie down in 
our shame; let our disgrace cover us. We have sinned against 
the LORD our God, both we and our ancestors, from the time 
of our youth even to this day. We have not obeyed the LORD 
our God." (Jeremiah 3:25) 

The Psalmist wrote, "The LORD looks down from heaven on 
the human race to see if there is one who is wise, one who 
seeks after God. All have turned away; all alike have become 
corrupt. There is no one who does good, not even 
one." (Psalm 14:2-3) 

In the New Testament, the Bible says, "Therefore, just as sin 
entered the world through one man, and death through sin, 
in this way death spread to all people, because all 
sinned." (Romans 5:12) 

Each of us has a sin problem that separates us from God. 

That is why Jesus died in our place and for our sins, including 
the sins of the entire world. Peter and John told the religious 
leaders of their day, "There is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given to people by 
which we must be saved." (Acts 4:12) 

What about those who have already accepted Christ? Is there 

forgiveness for the 
many sins we com-
mit between the time 
we are saved and the 
time we leave this 
earth? Does God for-
give the forgiven? 
Thank God, the an-
swer is yes. 

The Bible says, "If we 
confess our sins, He 
is faithful and right-
eous to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteous-
ness." (1 John 1:9) 

Those of us who have 
believed in Christ are 

forgiven at salvation and forgiven as we are made more and 
more like Christ. As we experience the ongoing forgiveness of 
God that restores our fellowship with Him daily, we should 
forgive others.  

God freely and sacrificially forgives us; therefore, we should 
forgive others.  

Friends, never let anyone outside of your circle of love.  

Forgiveness is imperative in the life of a Christ follower. 
Therefore, we, who are forgiven for our own sins, must 
choose to forgive others: 

• In our personal relationships 

• In marriage and family life 

• In the fellowship of our local church 

• In the fellowship and cooperative mission of our own de-
nomination 

• In our nation 

Refuse all unforgiveness. When unforgiveness prevails, bro-
ken relationships will always follow. The power of God is nev-
er placed upon a person, a marriage, a family, a church, a de-
nomination, or a nation when unforgiveness prevails. This is 
also true for Christian leaders.  

If your anger is raging and your criticism about others is un-
ceasing, you are choosing to live with unforgiveness and, at 
the same time, choosing to live without the power of God up-
on you.  

Forgiveness is the better way; yes, complete forgiveness. For-
giveness is God’s way. This always leads to experiencing the 
power of God and the blessings that come from the presence 
of the Lord. 

Now is the time to lead, 
Ronnie Floyd 

Unforgiveness is the #1 obstacle to the power of God in our lives, 
marriages, churches, denominations, and even nations 
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diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam 

erat volutpat. Epsum factorial non deposit quid pro quo hic escorol. Olypian 

quarrels et gorilla congolium sic ad nauseum. Souvlaki ignitus 

carborundum e pluribus unum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 

magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

First Person: 3 Reasons Pastors 
Avoid Counseling When They 

Need It 
By Ben Mandrell 
 
NASHVILLE -- “Too fast!” my wife, Lynley, screamed as I 
drove down a steep hill caked in snow. The vehicle picked up 
speed like a roller coaster on first fall. 
 
“I grew up driving in this!” I snapped, more than slightly 
annoyed that she doubted my driving. Moments later all six 
Mandrells were sledding sideways, out of control and 
bracing for impact. By the grace of God, the SUV stopped 
just short of a concrete embankment. We were safe, but we 
were stuck. With a frazzled family and spinning tires, I 
looked for a friendly passerby—someone to pull us out of this 
mess. 
 
Looking back on that moment makes me think about pastors 
who are feeling emotionally stuck. Sadness, depression, 
bitterness, unresolved anger—all these emotions can cause a 
spiritual leader to fantasize of running fast from ministry 
and working in a less draining environment. 
 
In a recent Lifeway Research survey among pastors, we 
heard painful responses such as, “I  feel the weight of the 
ministry of this church lays totally on me” and “There is a 
tremendous sense of loneliness.” This is just the tip of the 
iceberg; there were pages and pages of open-ended answers 
that echo similar sentiments. 
 
Perhaps you are that pastor, and you need some help getting 
out of the ditch. Reaching out to a counselor requires 
courage, but it seems that too many pastors resist taking this 
important step. I’m so grateful that there are state 
conventions within the SBC that recognize this need and are 
able to offer financial support for pastors who seek biblical 
counseling. 
 
This short list is by no means exhaustive, but in my 
experience, here are three of the reasons pastors avoid 
counseling when they need it. 
 
1. I don’t have my sermon done. 
The weekly project of drafting an inspirational, biblically 
solid sermon is pressurized. Sure, there are weeks when the 
sermon seems to write itself and the church staff works in 
one accord. 
 
But a consistently harmonious church doesn’t exist on this 
side of heaven. Because someone is always suffering, 
feuding, drifting, posting their angst on social media, and 
sending scathing emails, the pastor is regularly knocked off 
course. The sermon prep is pushed to later in the week, and 
there just isn’t time to sit before a counselor and process 
feelings. 
 
Pastors are notoriously weak at self-care. Like the injured 
quarterback, a pastor finds it difficult to sit the bench and 
give the arm a rest. In our bravado, we want to play through 
the pain, grind out another week, and crank out another 
sermon. Eventually, this short-sighted mindset will lead to 
burnout. Preaching is important but preaching from the 
overflow of a healthy soul is more important. 
 

Pandemic Altered U.S. Churchgoers’ 
Discipleship Practices 

Pastor cont. on page 10 Discipleship cont. on page 10 

By Aaron Earls 

Fewer churchgoers filled pews and Bible studies during the pan-
demic, but many still continued personal discipleship habits 
throughout 2020. 

A study by Nashville-based Lifeway Research found U.S. church-
goers were less likely to be involved in small groups during the 
pandemic, but many added some digital and individual activities 
to their discipleship routines. 

“Some have defined discipleship as a journey of following Christ 
in fellowship with other believers,” said Scott McConnell, execu-
tive director of Lifeway Research. “COVID-19 appears to have 
had both positive and negative impacts on discipleship. Pre-
pandemic churchgoers largely have shown more resolve in fol-
lowing Christ over the following year while altering how they 
engage with other believers.” 

Scattered small groups 

In January 2020, prior to the emergence of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, around 3 in 5 U.S. churchgoers say they participated in a 
church small group. Slightly more than half (52%) say they were 
a participant in such a group, while 7% say they served as a 
group leader. Another 41% of churchgoers say they were not in-
volved in such a group prior to the pandemic. 

Young adults aged 18 to 29 are the most likely to say they were 
participants in a small group before COVID (68%), while church-
goers 65 and older are the most likely to say they didn’t partici-
pate in groups at all (57%). African Americans (62%) are also 
more likely to say they were participants in a small group in Jan-
uary 2020 than white churchgoers (48%). 

A year later, fewer U.S. churchgoers overall say they were in-
volved in any type of church small groups. A third (33%) say they 
were participants in January 2021, and 4% say they served as a 
leader. More than 3 in 5 did not participate, including 29%, be-
cause their church didn’t offer any small groups, and 34%, even 
though their church did offer some. 

Among those who say their church offered small groups in Janu-
ary 2021, around half (52%) say they were involved either as a 
leader (5%) or a participant (47%). Slightly less than half of those 
who had the option of small group participation (48%) chose to 
not be involved. 

“Our research has shown that Christians involved in in-person 
small group Bible studies and Sunday School classes are more 
likely to exemplify Christlike behaviors of serving those outside 
the church, sharing the gospel, volunteering within the church, 
giving, and investing in spiritual disciplines,” said McConnell. 
“During the pandemic, far fewer churchgoers benefited from 
these Bible-focused, relational meetings, and only a portion took 
advantage of online options.” 

Discipleship in a pandemic 

Pastors became increasingly worried about discipleship within 
their churches as the COVID-19 pandemic stretched beyond the 
summer of 2020, according to analysis of a previous Lifeway Re-
search study. 

In the most recent Lifeway Research study, U.S. churchgoers 
relayed how their discipleship practices changed or not during 
the pandemic by comparing 2020 with 2019 practices of in-
person worship service attendance, online worship service at-
tendance, attending another church’s online worship service, 
viewing a worship service on TV, listening to a worship service 
on the radio, attending an in-person Bible study, attending an 

https://lifewayresearch.com/
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2. I don’t want people to think I’m 
weak. 
Jesus was clear that He came to earth to 
help the sick. Believe it or not, pastors are 
included in this category. We falsely 
believe that because showing the church 
signs of fragility may not be well received, 
it's best to carry the wounds alone. 
 
During this COVID season, Lynley and I 
decided to seek out a counselor to help us 
navigate some pains we’ve struggled to 
process. It was the best decision we’ve 
made in the pandemic. Our skilled 
counselor is teaching us how to be honest 
with ourselves, to pay attention to the 
emotions we are experiencing, and to be 
vulnerable with one another in a way all 
husbands and wives should be. 
 
I am embarrassed to say that fear 
prevented me from seeking this kind of 
help while I served as a pastor. I was 
worried that Lynley and I would open up a 
painful can of worms and it wouldn’t get 

cleaned up by Sunday morning. Heaven 
forbid that the church sense negative vibes 
between the pastor and his wife! 
Pride. It’s in all of us. If people find out a 
pastor is seeing a counselor, they may 
think he’s unfit for the role. Or, they may 
think he’s human and relatable, finding a 
deeper connection with his leadership. 
Think about that. I wish I had. 
 
3. I should be able to find rest in 
Jesus. 
I’ve had this thought, and I’m sure most 
pastors have, also: Jesus is sufficient. I 
need no help from man.  
 
Support for this mindset is easy to find in 
the Bible. Scripture is overflowing with 
passages challenging believers to place 
their trust in Christ, to take on His yoke, to 
cast all cares upon Him. It’s easy to believe 
the underdeveloped, unspiritual people 
are in need of counseling, but surely not 
seminary-trained professionals like me. 
 

While the Word certainly calls us to lean 
on the Lord in times of trouble, Scripture 
also reminds us often that we are not an 
island, that we need to call upon the gifts 
of others to find healing. This includes 
counseling. 
 
Pastor, are you exhausted, stuck in a rut, 
or bitter toward others? Are you 
inexplicably sad, perpetually anxious, or 
dreaming of an escape from your life? If 
so, seek help and schedule some sessions 
with a solid biblical counselor. When our 
tires are spinning, it doesn’t help to keep 
pressing the gas. There are people gifted 
by God to help us get back on the road to 
mental, emotional and spiritual health. 
 
NAMB, through a partnership with 
Focus on the Family, offers a free 
hotline for SBC pastors: 1-844-
4PASTOR. 
 
Ben Mandrell is the president and CEO of 
Lifeway Christian Resources. 
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online Bible study, giving the church a per-
centage of income, reading a Christian 
book, and listening to a Christian podcast. 

“In nine of these discipleship practices, a 
majority of churchgoers have participated 
in the last two years,” said McConnell. “In-
person worship and Bible studies saw the 
greatest declines in frequency, while poten-
tial replacements for these saw the greatest 
increases in participation.” 

Most (57%) say, compared to 2019, they 
attended in-person worship services at their 
church less often in 2020. Fewer say they 
attended the same (27%) or more (10%). 

In many cases, the lack of in-person attend-
ance was replaced with online worship ser-
vices, as 53% of churchgoers say they par-
ticipated in more online services in 2020 
compared to 2019.  Fewer say they did so 
the same as 2019 (22%) or less (11%). 

Around 1 in 5 churchgoers say the pandem-
ic led them to participate in online worship 
services from another church more in 2020 
than in 2019 (21%). The same percentage 
(21%) say they were involved in those ser-
vices the same in both years. For almost 
half of churchgoers (45%) this was not part 
of their discipleship practices in either year. 

Similarly, 45% of churchgoers say they did 
not participate in worship services on tele-
vision in either 2019 or 2020. Less than a 
quarter say they did so more (23%) or the 
same (22%) when comparing years. Fewer 
(10%) say they participated less. 

Most (59%) did not turn to the radio in ei-
ther year for worship services. One in 5 
churchgoers (20%) say their participation 
in radio services in 2019 and 2020 was the 
same. Around 1 in 10 say they participated 

more (11%), with slightly fewer (10%) say-
ing they did so less in 2020 than 2019. 

For in-person Bible studies with other 
adults, 33% of churchgoers say they partici-
pated less in 2020 compared to 2019. Few-
er say they were involved with in-person 
Bible studies the same (22%) or more 
(10%). Another 35% say in-person Bible 
studies were not part of their discipleship 
practices in either year. 

For those who participated in Bible studies, 
some may have moved over to an online 
alternative, as 23% of U.S. churchgoers say 
they participated in online Bible studies 
more in 2020 than 2019. One in 5 (20%) 
say they were involved the same amount 
both years. Fewer (13%) say their participa-
tion decreased in 2020. Close to half (45%) 
say those online groups were not part of 
their practices in either year. 

More than half of churchgoers (53%) say 
they gave a percentage of their income to 
their church the same in 2020 as 2019, 
while 15% say they gave more. Around a 
quarter (23%) say they gave less during the 
pandemic year. For a tenth of churchgoers 
(10%), giving a portion of their income was 
not part of their practice in 2019 or 2020. 

Some churchgoers (15%) found more time 
to read a book on Christian living in 2020 
compared to 2019. Around 2 in 5 (42%) say 
they read the same in those two years. Few-
er (13%) say their Christian living book 
reading decreased in 2020. Three in 10 
churchgoers (30%) didn’t read any books of 
that type in either year. 

Listening to Christian podcasts also in-
creased for 15% of U.S. churchgoers in 
2020. More than a quarter (27%) say they 
listened the same amount in 2020 and 

2019. Few (9%) listened less. Almost half 
(48%) say Christian podcast listening was 
not part of their discipleship practices in 
either year. 

Young adult churchgoers (aged 18 to 29) 
were among the most likely to say they in-
creased their participation in 2020 in in-
person worship services (22%), online wor-
ship services from another church (27%), 
TV worship services (31%), radio worship 
services (24%), in-person Bible studies 
(24%), online Bible studies (31%), giving a 
percentage of income to their church (26%), 
reading a book on Christian living (27%), 
and listening to a Christian podcast (31%). 

African Americans and Hispanics were also 
more likely than white churchgoers in most 
categories to say their participation in-
creased in 2020 compared to 2019. 

Despite fewer churchgoers being involved 
in small groups in 2020 and many disciple-
ship practices decreasing during the pan-
demic, more than 9 in 10 say they grew 
closer to God through the events of 2020 
(54%) or at least stayed about the same 
(39%), according to a previous Lifeway Re-
search study. 

“Those who were churchgoers before 
COVID-19 say they are more in-tune with 
God because of the events of 2020,” said 
McConnell. “This move reflects what Jesus 
called the greatest commandment, to love 
God. During the pandemic, the second 
greatest command to love your neighbor 
has often been expressed through social 
distancing. It will be interesting to see what 
impact this greater love of God has on rela-
tionships with others as those activities re-
start.” 

 

Discipleship cont. 

https://lifewayresearch.com/2021/03/09/u-s-churchgoers-say-theyll-return-post-covid/
https://lifewayresearch.com/2021/03/09/u-s-churchgoers-say-theyll-return-post-covid/

