
Focus on the Landscape… 

Across Utah and Idaho 
It was great to see some of you at the annual meeting. With the surge in COVID

-19 cases in both states it cut down on the attendance, but it did not dampen the 

spirit of those who attended in-person and online.  It was such a blessing to be 

together.   

The Pastors’ conference was well attended. Thank you to Pastors’ Conference 

President Matt Emadi for such an excellent event. If you missed it, you can still 

watch online at our state convention link [http://www.uisbc.org/annual-

convention] to our YouTube page. You can also watch all the annual meeting 

including business sessions and sermons.   

Thank you to our incredible hosts, First Baptist Church, West Valley City and 

Pastor Carl Young. You were such a blessing and did so well in helping everyone 

feel comfortable and in a well cleaned facility.  An additional thank you to Jason 

McNair for going above and beyond to prepare the video reports and the live 

digital feed of the annual meeting and pastors conference. Thank you to our 

officers and Committee on Order of Business, you did so well in preparing and 

planning the annual meeting. Who would have known when you were planning 

throughout the year all the challenges there would be for an in-person meeting?  

And finally, thank you to our Lord and Savior Jesus. I have not heard of any 

reports of anyone catching COVID at the annual meeting. 

The past six weeks I have seen my prayer list grow for pastors and pastors’ 
wives who have contracted COVID.  We are praying for you when it is reported 
to us.  If we can be of additional help, let us know. Praying that you have a 
meaningful Christmas filled with family and fruitful ministry.   

Rob Lee 

UISBC Cooperative 

Program Giving Report 

September/October 2020 

Cooperative Program giving  

  September $54,726.17 

October $62,821.27 

Cooperative Program budget  

$61,673.42 

Over/Under CP budget  

  September -$6,947.45 

October +$1,147.85  

State Missions Offering given 

 September $4,014.60 

October $7,863.21 

 

January-October 2020 

Cooperative Program giving  

$640,167.24 

Cooperative Program budget  

$616,734.20 

Over/Under CP budget  

+$23,433.04 (+3.8%) 

State Missions Offering 

$60,742.41 

State Missions Offering 2020 Goal 

$95,000 
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Enduring Faith is a conference designed to encourage and train volunteer 

Bible study teachers who work with any age group in the church. It is 

available fully online and is designed to be experienced together with your 

church or ministry group. 

You can register all of the Bible study teachers in your church with one 

ticket. The Church Registration ticket allows every Bible study teacher in 

your ministry to access all plenary and breakout sessions. All of the 

conference content will be hosted on a password-protected website you 

and your ministry leaders can access from January 30 to May 31. 

You have the option to gather your church leaders and watch the sessions 

together or distribute the link to the website and let your leaders watch 

from home.  

Breakout sessions are organized into five distinct tracks:  

• Preschool Ministry 

• Children’s Ministry 

• Youth Ministry 

• Adult Ministry 

• Advanced Bible Teaching  

You will have access to all of the content in each track, giving you the 
option to customize the training video selection to be most advantageous 
for your leaders.  

Cost is $99. Register your church at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
enduring-faith-bible-teaching-conference-tickets-116253141275 

Pastorless Churches 

• Sevier Valley Baptist Church, Richfield, 

David Payne, Interim 

• First Baptist Church, Mt. Pleasant, interims 

Don Carter and Perry Causey 

• Salt Lake Chinese Baptist Church 

• Stites Baptist Church 

• Central Valley Baptist Church, Cascade 

• First Baptist Church, Orofino 

• Crossroads Church, Rose Lake 

• Cowboy churches in Eastern Idaho; Christ’s 

Country Cowboy Church, Pocatello Cowboy 

Church, and Teton Valley Cowboy Church 

• First Baptist Church, Moab 
 

Welcome New Pastors 

• Layton Hills Baptist Church - John Jemar 

• Bear River Valley Baptist Church - John 

Thomas 
 

Prayer & Praises 

• Pray for retired pastor George Slaughter in 
ICU with COVID-19, recovery, and for his 
family. 

• Prayers for Disaster Relief team-following 
their return from Colorado Fire Clean-up had to 
quarantine due to members exposed to COVID-
19 and some testing positive. 

• Prayers for Pastor Tim Peery, Alta Canyon 
Baptist Church, Pastor Mike Palmer and 
Associate Pastor Trey Sapp, Salmon Valley 
Baptist Church, and several pastors’ wives as 
they recover from COVID-19. 

• Pray for Pastor/Church Planter Mike Ellis of 
New Hope, Ontario as he deals with COVID-19. 

• Pray for our Pastors, Pastors’ wives, church 
leaders, and churches as they continue to adapt 
and make decisions and deal with COVID-19 
pandemic impacting their members and church 
schedules.  Several churches have had to go back 
fully online due to COVID in their church. 

• Praise for Pastors’ Conference and 56th 
Annual Meeting; well attended and great 
atmosphere. 

• Praise for Hope Waldrop recovering from 
surgery and prayers for upcoming treatment. 

• Praise for Pastor Eddie Hancock surgery 
and recovery. 

• Prayer and praise for David Bernstein, 
former Executive Board member, recovery 
following heart valve surgery. 

• Pray for our churches to have open doors to 
present the Gospel during the Christmas season. 

U & I Praying Together 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/enduring-faith-bible-teaching-conference-tickets-116253141275
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/enduring-faith-bible-teaching-conference-tickets-116253141275
https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering/


56th Utah-Idaho Southern 
Baptist Convention Annual 

meeting 

By Karen Willoughby 
 
WEST VALLEY CITY, Utah (BP) – The Utah-Idaho Southern 
Baptist Convention’s annual meeting in late October “was 
different this year with COVID and all in masks,” Executive 
Director Rob Lee said. “There was an atmosphere of 
excitement as folks were able to network throughout the 
meeting. 
 
“We had very good pre-registrations, but with the pandemic’s 
surge in Idaho it really knocked out a number of folks last 
minute. One pastor, one associate and one pastor’s wife all 
tested positive last week.” 
 
Nonetheless, with “Count it all Joy” from James 1:2-4 as the 
two-state convention’s theme, 15 messengers from nine 
Idaho churches and 44 from 18 Utah churches, plus 23 
guests, wore masks and remained socially distanced when 
gathered Oct. 29 for the usual one-day annual meeting. 
 
“The annual meeting followed the Utah State Health rules 
from the COVID-19 Event Management template,” Lee said, 
adding that while the meeting lacked singing, exhibits and 
meals, longer breaks provided time for fellowship and 
networking.  
 
The annual meeting and pre-meeting pastors’ conference 
were broadcast, though online participants were not able to 
vote or add to business discussions. However, the 
Constitution Committee suggested future constitution/bylaw 
changes for online participation. 
 
“We know the headlines say ‘the sky is falling,’ but the 
headlines should be what God is doing,” Lee said in his 
executive director’s message. “Churches are reporting 
multiple baptisms in services since the start of COVID.  
 
Churches are broadcasting their services online, through 
locked gates and locked doors, into every single home across 
Idaho and Utah. It’s a miracle of God.” 
 
Two new churches affiliated with UISBC, bringing the total 
number of churches to 185, a slight decrease after a couple 
churches merged. 
 
“Giving has remained healthy and above budget all year,” Lee 
said. “Cooperative Program giving from January through 
October is currently 3.8 percent above budget.” 
 
The total 2021 budget is $1,665,699, a 7.9 percent decrease 
from 2020. The total includes $760,699 in Cooperative 
Program giving from churches, of which 30 percent is for 
national SBC causes. UISBC includes designated funding up 
to $810,000 from the North American Mission Board in its 
budget.  
 
Messengers passed two resolutions, one on racial 
reconciliation and the other on appreciation to First Baptist 
Church of West Valley City, Utah, for hosting the annual 
meeting. 
 
The officers all were re-elected to a second one-year term: 

Your Generosity Makes It 
Possible in Thailand 

Mobile medical clinics treat physical and spiritual 
needs  

By Caroline Anderson 

“Today was a glorious day,” Dr. Doug Derbyshire said, a 
smile spreading across his face. A patient committed their 
life to Christ that day at a mobile medical clinic in rural 
Thailand.  

Doug and his wife, Cheryl, moved to Thailand as IMB 
missionaries in 1992. Doug is a doctor in the Bangkla 
Baptist Clinic in Bangkla, Thailand. Cheryl started a 
ministry called Thai Country Trim that provides a 
supplemental income for rural Thai women as well as an 
avenue to share the gospel. 

Doug’s medical team 
provides medicine for 
the body, but they 
also provide medicine 
for the soul.   

“We seek to take care 
of the physical needs 
and the spiritual 
needs of the people 
here, just like Jesus 
told us to do—treat 
the sick and preach 
the gospel,” Doug 
said.  

Doug, Cheryl, Thai 
staff and volunteers 
from the U.S. travel across Thailand to host medical clinics 
in areas where Thai church planters and IMB missionaries 
hope to start churches. In some of these areas, there are no 
Christians. Other areas have a few Christians, but church 
planters are hoping the mobile medical clinic will lead more 
people to Christ.  

“We take these mobile clinics into cities with no church, 
[that] have never had a church, have never had anyone 
worship God since God made Adam and Eve,” Doug said. 
“The burden of that, of seeing communities that have never 
known God and never worshiped God since the dawn of 
time, that burdens me.” 

It’s a burden he can’t let rest.  

“I just have to see churches start in these places so that God 
would be glorified, and God would be praised, like He 
deserves,” Doug said.  

Thais are staunchly Buddhist, with roughly 94% adhering to 
Buddhism. It often takes years of sharing the gospel for the 
message to have an impact on Thai communities.  

“Until God opens their heart, it’s not going to make sense, 
when it does, it’s so fun to watch them light up with the 
realization that, “Ah! This is it! This is what I am looking 
for,” Cheryl said.  

Doug has found that medical care provides an inroad to 
sharing the gospel. As a healthcare professional, taking care 
of physical needs and then moving on to address spiritual 
needs is almost an automatic transition.  

“Medicine is a remarkable bridge for us,” Doug said.  
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A Thai believer shares the gospel with a 

patient at a mobile medical clinic. (IMB 

photo)  



President Bryan Catherman, pastor of Redeeming Life 
Church in Bountiful, Utah; First Vice President Corey 
Hodges, pastor of The Point Church in Kearns, Utah; 
Second Vice President Jared Jenkins, executive pastor of 
Risen Life Church in Salt Lake City; and Recording 
Secretary Roger Naylor, pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Bonners Ferry, Idaho. 
 
Next year’s annual meeting is set for Oct. 29, 2021, at 
Central Valley Baptist Church in Meridian, Idaho. 
 
Karen L. Willoughby is a national correspondent for 
Baptist Press.  

Doug and other healthcare workers will 
often tell their patients, “This is your 
illness physically, you have diabetes, you 
have high blood pressure, you have 
whatever you have, now your soul has 
needs as well.”  

The correlation between physical and 
spiritual health is accepted by their 
patients.  

“We are able to see people come to faith 
one after another,” Doug said. “It has 
been a joy to watch community after 
community have people come to faith and 
churches started after mobile medical 
clinics.” 

Healthcare professionals and students 
from the U.S. partner with the 
Derbyshires during the mobile medical 
clinics.  

Doug and Cheryl said volunteers play an 

integral role in their ministry. Every year, 
the Derbyshires host around 10 teams of 
healthcare workers who use their 
profession to advance the gospel.  

“Volunteers are indispensable to what we 
do. I can’t do what I do without God’s 
people coming from America and helping 
me,” Doug said.  

The volunteers travel with IMB 
missionaries and Thai Christians into 
communities of 100 to 300 people. 

“My team and I here at the clinic, we 
share Christ over and over, day in and day 
out,” Doug said. “I have to talk to a 
hundred, two hundred people before 
anyone really would really be interested 
in the Lord. But when teams come from 
America, by whatever means and reasons 
that God has ordained, we get to see 
people come to faith, one after another.”  

The Derbyshires, other IMB missionaries 
and Thai Christians share the gospel with 
every person they treat.  

“Thai national believers are the most 
important part of what we do with our 
volunteer teams,” Cheryl said. 

After the American volunteer healthcare 
professionals treat a patient, Thai 
Christians will share about who can heal 
their soul—Jesus.  

Discipleship groups and churches form 
from those who commit their lives to 
Christ. Local Christians follow up with 
people who made decisions of faith or 
indicated that they wanted to hear more.  

“Follow up is key. If we just get someone 
to pray to receive Christ, and we leave 
them alone, we’re not going to see much 
fruit from that. We learned that early on 
in the hospital,” Cheryl said. “We’d get 

We are living through one of the most significant moments in 
the history of the United States. While simultaneously dealing 
with a pandemic, our nation is divided beyond what we have 
ever witnessed in our generation. 

Additionally, a volatile election has now occurred and as of 
Wednesday, the day after Election Day, and we still do not 
know the outcome. In all reality, regardless of who wins, we 
still woke up today to the very same things we knew yesterday. 

No matter the outcome, we must choose to live what we testify 
to already know. We must live day-by-day believing … 

God Is Sovereign Over All Human Affairs 

Our trust is in our Sovereign God. Our trust has never been in 
any political party or politician. While each has a place in our 
society, neither is sovereign over us. 

Our God is sovereign over everything and everyone. The Bible 
says: 

• Daniel 2:21, “He changes the times and seasons; He 
removes kings and establishes kings.” 

• Daniel 4:26, “…Heaven rules.” 

• Proverbs 21:1, “A king’s heart is like streams of water in the 
Lord’s hand; He directs it wherever He chooses.” 

God is sovereign and in charge. He removes leaders and He 
establishes leaders. His purpose is eternal and will be fulfilled. 
God has the final word. We do not. 

Jesus is Lord. He always has been and always will be. That is 
why we surrender our lives to the supremacy of Jesus Christ. 

We Are Imperfect, and Our Processes Are Flawed 

This election season has been difficult and overflowing with 
emotion, and at times, even resulted in violence and 
destruction. 

Annual meeting cont... 
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Utah-Idaho Southern Baptist Convention officers. Back row 
from left: Bryan Catherman (president), Corey Hodges (1st 
vice president); front row from left: Jared Jenkins (2nd vice 
president), Roger Naylor (recording secretary). 

The Election Is Over  
Where Do We Go from Here? 

Floyd cont. on page 5 



As Wall Street Journal writer Peggy Noonan wrote 
recently, “We’re in an age of drama and extremes.” 

Some act like we have had pure choices before and now we 
do not. Let’s get real: we have never had pure choices. 

We live in a fallen world and all of our systems are less 
than perfect. It was fallen when some of our greatest 
presidents were elected and they and others have emerged 
through the fire of leadership. 

Perfection will not occur until we die and our residency 
changes from here to heaven, ultimately when Jesus comes 
again in His eternal, Sovereign Kingdom. 

Whenever we know the results of this election, we need to 
trust God and go forward. God has this election and the 
whole world is in His hands. 

The Bible Is God’s Word, and We Must Proclaim 
His Truth Boldly 

As Bible-believing Christians, we must proclaim God’s 
truth boldly and unashamedly. While we will honor and 
pray for our political leaders, our allegiance is ultimately to 
God and the Bible. 

When necessary, we speak boldly and prophetically to the 
church as well as the leaders in our nation. Arrogance, 
anger, and outrage should never be found within us. As 
God’s people, we should be marked with humility, love, 
and the power of God when we speak. 

That is why we will always continue to speak the truth 
about: 

• The Supreme Court and its Future. This is 
important to us because a President can shape a 
generation, but his or her appointments can shape 
many generations. 

• The Sanctity and Dignity of Human Life from 
the Womb to Natural Death. If we destroy human 
life in the womb, our view of human life between birth 
and death becomes distorted, which also leads to 
devaluing each person created in the image of God. 
These evil choices lead to a corrosion of our entire 
culture and decision making.  

• Religious Liberty in America and Across the 
World. We desire for our government to live up to the 
first amendment in our constitution, which grants the 
blessing of religious liberty for all Americans. It is 
called upon to honor and preserve what God has given 
us—the freedom to worship God without harm or 
threat. We desire the same to happen across the world. 

• National Security. The Bible is clear in Romans 13:4
-7, that the government is responsible to protect us 
from one another, but also those outside of our nation 
who may wish to do us harm.  

• Economy. A healthy economy can create more jobs, 
more opportunities, contribute to building successful 
families, assist those in need, always with a goal of 
eliminating poverty, as well as help provide our nation 
with an even greater defense. 

Therefore, we proclaim God’s Word boldly, addressing 
needs like these as well as others that we know represent 
the heart of our God in His Word. 

Only God Can Heal Our Nation and No One Else 

people coming into the hospital who had prayed to receive 
Christ. They would go miles away and we’d never see them 
again.” 

Cheryl continued, “We have a nice guarantee that shortly after 
we go in and do a mobile clinic, anybody interested, anybody 
that prays with our evangelists, they are all going to get a visit 
and they are all going to get the chance to become part of a 
group that are believers in their area.” 

Last year, Doug, Cheryl and their team made multiple trips to an 
area in northeastern Thailand where there were only a handful 
of Christians. After their first mobile clinic, four people 
committed their lives to Christ.  

On their second mobile medical clinic, the Derbyshires, Thai 
staff and American volunteers worshiped in the new church 
building the Christians built after the first clinic. The church 
members showed the team pictures on their wall depicting a 
family tree of everyone who had become a Christian because of 
the gospel message they heard at the medical clinic.  

The Derbyshires and Thai Christians have seen what they call 
“granddaughter” churches.  

“It’s been our joy to see the Lord use our opportunity to share 
Christ, one on one, with hundreds of people in a day, and see the 
Lord save souls and then gather them together in groups and 
then gather those groups together to form a church,” Doug said.  

The Derbyshires have partnerships with multiple churches that 
come alongside them during mobile clinics, not only to do 
healthcare missions but also to host English camps and prayer 
walk through villages. Some of their church partners have been 
coming for 20 years.  

“Once [churches and doctors] start coming, they have a 
desperation to do something to help the Thai people understand 
who Jesus is so they can have a way to be rid of their sin and go 
to heaven,” Cheryl said. 

Cheryl said there is a mutual appreciation between the 
American healthcare workers and the Thai Christians. The 
American healthcare workers are inspired by the Thai Christians 
who boldly share their faith and the Thai Christians are inspired 
by the Americans who gave up two weeks of vacation and made 
the financial sacrifice to come.  

It’s beautiful to watch the teams work together, Cheryl said, 
even though they don’t speak the same language. 

“You can see that the family of God is so much more than that. 
You don’t need language to understand and love each other and 
work together,” Cheryl said.  

Caroline Anderson is a writer for the IMB. 

Clinic cont... 

Dr. Doug Derbyshire takes time to meet spiritual needs as he 

treats a Thai man for medical needs. (IMB photo)  
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Who can heal our nation? 

Not a politician. 

Not a political party. 

Not a president. 

Not a government agency. 

Not a state. 

Not an educator. 

Not an entertainer. 

Not a preacher. 

Not a celebrity. 

Not an athlete. 

Not a leader. 

Not a church. 

Each is important. Not one is 
imperative. 

Only Jesus can heal our 
nation. Only Jesus can heal 
relationships. 

America is broken. Each of us 
are broken. 

Jesus is the answer. He 
always has been and He 
always will be. 

While being our only solution, 
Jesus is never our problem. 

America needs Jesus. The 
world also needs Jesus. 

Therefore, go tell. 

Now is the time to lead, 

Ronnie Floyd 

Churches prioritize responsible 
outreach during a pandemic 

By Aaron Wilson 

MADISON, Tenn. -- Sergio Arce knocks on the door of a 
home close to the church he pastors. Arce isn’t expected and 
doesn’t know if anyone is home. This is a cold-call visit. 

As a man walks to the door, Arce and the two church 
members with him take a few steps back to ensure social 
distancing. The trio wear masks because of the pandemic 
and carry Evangecubes, a small, visual tool for sharing the 
gospel. 

“Hi, my name is Sergio. This is Jennifer. This is Jermaine,” 
Arce says as the door opens. “We’re from Madison First 
Baptist Church and are out seeing how we can be praying 
for our community. Is there anything we can be praying for 
you about?” 

The man is quick to answer. 

“They found my brother’s body last Friday,” he says, 
recounting a recent storm that caused his brother to be 
swept away by the current of the nearby Cumberland River. 

As their conversation continues, the three church members 
are able to pray and share the gospel with their new 
acquaintance. He believes, repents, and makes a decision 
for Christ on his doorstep. 

“This is why we do it,” Arce said. 

Seeking new faces 

Churches around the country are wrestling with the issue of 
how to re-engage regular churchgoers whose attendance 
has trailed off during the pandemic. In September, LifeWay 
Research found most pastors said their congregation had 
less than 70% of their pre-COVID crowds. 

But while a focus on re-engagement with former attenders 
is needed, Arce and other church leaders believe it’s just as 
important to be strategic about reaching new faces in the 
community. 

“If there’s ever been a time when people are struggling, it’s 
now,” he said. “As we do neighborhood outreach, people are 
telling us God has been trying to get their attention, trying 
to tell them something.” 

Arce believes a pandemic shouldn’t put a pause on 
outreach. Instead, he insists, it should serve as a catalyst to 
meet people in responsible ways in times of need. 

“There are always going to be more needs than any one 
church can possibly address, but each church has exactly 
who they need right now to do what God wants them to do,” 
said Arce, whose church has around 50 members, many of 
whom are senior citizens. “Getting into the community 
allows us to understand what the local needs are and how 
the Lord can use those needs as a bridge to connect people 
to the gospel.” 

Arce’s church is a replant that has made community 
engagement a priority—doing door-to-door visits every 
Sunday afternoon, serving local apartment residents every 
Wednesday, and hosting a targeted outreach event each 
month. For October, the church hosted a trunk-or-treat 
event in its parking lot. In November, they’re preparing to 
bless first responders in the local community, and the 
church is planning a Christmas-themed local outreach event 
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How Southern Baptists can 
reach a $175 million LMCO goal 

By Paul Chitwood 

The 2020 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® goal is $175 mil-
lion. That number is significant because 2020 marks the 175th 
anniversary of Southern Baptists sending workers to the na-
tions.  

The annual offering makes up almost 60% of the International 
Mission Board’s revenue and helps to support 3,535 mission-
aries and their families. Going back to 1888, the year Wom-
an’s Missionary Union launched the offering, Southern Bap-
tists have given over $4.7 billion through the offering.  

Simply put, our company cannot exist without the Lottie 
Moon offering and this year’s offering goal is a God-sized goal. 
We’ve never had a $175 million dollar offering goal and never 
had a $175 million offering. Last year’s offering, the 3rd largest 
in history, was $157 million. The largest Lottie Moon offering 
ever was $165,798,000. That falls almost $10 million short of 
this year’s goal of $175 million. 

How do we increase giving by $18 million in the midst of a 
global pandemic?  

Here’s how. We divide it up. We divide the increase among 
our churches and there are several ways that we can do that. 

There are 47,000 Southern Baptists churches. To increase 
giving by $18 million will require every one of those churches 
to give an additional $383 this year. But only about half of 
Southern Baptist churches give to the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering. So if only loyal supporting churches give, they will 
have to increase their offering giving by about $780 each.  

Here’s my point: it’s a big goal, but it’s doable! We have the 
blessing of being supported by tens of thousands of churches 
and millions of church members. And every one of them and 
every one of us has the capacity to give a little more to see us 
meet this year’s goal of $175 million.  

I am asking that if you have never given to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering, that you prayerfully give this year for the 
first time. And if you regularly give, I’m asking that you in-
crease your offering this year. 

Click here for the full story and video. 

https://lifewayresearch.com/2020/10/20/few-churches-back-to-pre-covid-attendance-levels/
https://lifewayresearch.com/2020/10/20/few-churches-back-to-pre-covid-attendance-levels/
https://www.imb.org/2020/11/17/baptists-can-reach-lmco-goal/


Foundations of Faith:  

Chaplaincy ministry takes gospel to dairy workers 
By Trennis Henderson, WMU 
National Correspondent 

PORTALES, NM—Dozens of 
dairies with hundreds of 
workers and thousands of 
dairy cows surround Portales, 
New Mexico. While the milk 
barns scattered across 
Eastern New Mexico and 
West Texas represent huge 
business ventures, 
Foundations of Faith 
(Fundamentos de Fe) dairy 
ministry views the dairy 
farms as a fertile mission 
field. 

Melissa Lamb, president of 
New Mexico Woman’s 
Missionary Union, and her 
husband, Beau, a New Mexico 
pastor, are among volunteers 
who help Foundations of Faith 
minister to primarily Spanish-
speaking workers at the 
dairies. They serve alongside 
longtime dairy owners Stanley and Valerie 
Jones who founded and lead Foundations 
of Faith and chaplains A.B. Najera and 
Arturo Villa who regularly visit workers at 
dairies throughout the region.  

Foundations of Faith’s primary goal is to 
help dairy workers and their families 
“build strong lives on the foundation of 
faith in Jesus Christ,” according to the 
ministry’s website: www.ffaith.net. 
Foundations also sponsors English as a 

Second Language classes to help workers 
gain or increase fluency in English. 

As she blends her missions involvement 
in WMU and Foundations of Faith, 
Melissa Lamb said, “WMU’s passion and 
desire to do missions first to spread the 
gospel just goes so well with what 
Foundations of Faith does.” 

With the Lambs both growing up in New 
Mexico, she added, “We were excited to 

come alongside the ministry 
just because missions is our 
heart and rural agriculture 
ministry has always been a big 
thing for us.” 

Tailgate outreach makes 
spiritual impact 

Najera and Villa, who also lead 
Spanish-language churches in 
the area, befriend dairy 
workers at 40 to 45 dairies by 
handing out soft drinks and 
bottled water from the tailgate 
of their pickup truck each 
week. They also take time to 
ask if the workers or their 
families have any prayer 
requests or personal needs.  

In addition to holding regular 
Bible studies at several dairies 
such as W Diamond and 
Grande Vida, Foundations of 
Faith hosts worker 
appreciation events every few 
weeks during the workers’ shift 

changes. The rallies, complete with 
lunches ranging from cookouts to pizza, 
typically attract larger crowds to hear the 
chaplains’ gospel messages. 

The results? Since being launched in 
2015, Foundations of Faith has recorded 
more than 500 professions of faith in 
Christ, including 124 last year and more 
than 170 so far this year even amid the 
challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

in December. 

“Putting up a welcome banner outside the church isn’t enough,” 
Arce said. “It’s not about ‘y’all come.’ We have to get out and 
meet people.” 

Outreach and church planting during a pandemic 

More than 400 miles away, church planting resident Josh Elliff 
collects pop-up tents from different neighborhoods around The 
Summit Church in Little Rock, Arkansas.  

The week prior, the church had encouraged members to look for 
ways to leverage Halloween for the gospel by engaging their 
neighbors who would be out and about with kids. For church 
members who were interested, the church provided tents, 
folding tables, yard games, prizes and bottled water. They also 
supplied members with bags branded with the words, “We’re 
glad you’re our neighbor,” which were stuffed with hand 
sanitizer, invite cards, king-size candy bars and Bibles from 
LifeWay. 

Prior to the event, the church had also taken families through “3 

Circles” evangelism training. 

“The idea with the games and tents was to slow families down 
enough that kids could play and parents could talk to one 
another,” Elliff, a fourth-generation pastor, said. “The hope was 
not just to bless people with candy, but to let them know their 
neighbors are believers who care about them.” 

The Summit Church aims to do an intentional outreach project 
like this at least quarterly, but Elliff says local engagement is an 
everyday practice they want to train their people for—even amid 
a pandemic. 

“What daily life rhythms can we leverage for the gospel?” Elliff 
asks. “While we want to equip our people with opportunities for 
organized outreach, we also want to equip them to be locally 
engaged in reaching their neighbors every day.” 

Elliff said the pandemic hasn’t slowed down his plans to plant a 
church. He’s considering planting in the North Denver 
community in Colorado and recently made a trip to survey the 
area. He hopes to launch the church next year. 

Stanley Jones, the founder of Foundations of Faith, talks with dairy 

workers as part of a worker appreciation event held at one of several 

dairy farms in the region. Foundations’ primary ministry goal is to 

help dairy workers and their families “build strong lives on the founda-

tion of faith in Jesus Christ.” (WMU photo by Trennis Henderson) 
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Many of the dairy workers “are real hungry for the Word,” 
Stanley Jones explained. Affirming that the chaplains’ 
commitment to building personal relationships with the 
workers “is really making a huge difference,” he said the 
spiritual response is “amazing.” 

According to Villa, a large percentage of the workers “don’t have 
time to go to church because they work 12 hours and they go 
home and eat dinner and go to sleep and the next day they do 
the same thing.” He said that is a primary motivation for leading 
Bible studies onsite at the dairies. 

Among the workers involved in the weekly Bible studies, those 
sessions “are what they call church,” Jones agreed. “We’re just 
taking church to them.” 

Many hear gospel message for first time 

“All of our services at the dairies run for about 15 minutes,” 
noted Beau Lamb, pastor of First Baptist Church of Santa Rosa, 
New Mexico. “Could you imagine going to a church service that 
was only 15 minutes long out in the hot or the cold or whatever 
it might be?” 

With many of the dairy workers originally from Mexico, 
Guatemala, Honduras and other Central American countries, 
Lamb said, “It’s amazing to see them travel thousands of miles 
to come up to hear the good news, quite possibly for the first 
time in their lives. It's so overwhelming at times just to see how 
gracious God is to give us this opportunity to share the love of 
Christ with them. 

“Our guys do an amazing job of sharing God's Word,” he added, 
emphasizing that it has “blessed us to see that there are so many 
people willing and ready to accept the good news.” 

As workers pray to receive Christ as their Savior, Foundations of 
Faith provides each of them a Bible in Spanish, English or even 
Kiche, the heart language of many of the Guatemalan workers. 
The chaplains also give them a small packet of information that 
includes a “first steps” discipleship booklet, a list of nearby 
Spanish-language churches and the chaplains’ contact 
information. 

English classes reach workers & families 

Another key aspect of Foundations of Faith’s dairy ministry 
involves the ESL classes that Melissa Lamb coordinates and 
leads alongside a group of volunteer teachers. Often enrolling 

up to 25 dairy workers and family members, the English classes 
combine Bible stories, language study and fellowship. 

“We learn a verse each week in English and then we do a Bible 
story,” she explained. “Oftentimes, we'll have one of our Spanish 
speakers read it in Spanish first and then we'll read the story in 
simple English words.” 

Recalling a recent lesson from Proverbs 3:5 on “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart,” she said, “We've been talking about 
how it's hard to learn English, it's hard to learn a new language, 
but you can trust that God will help you.” 

Along with its dairy ministry focus, Foundations of Faith has 
expanded to provide Bible studies wherever needs and 
opportunities arise, including a peanut mill and a nursing home. 

Jones said he is hopeful that Foundation’s ministry strategy can 
be duplicated to reach workers in food processing plants, 
factories and warehouses across the nation. “I think there could 
be a lot of good come out of this if we can just get it out there as 
a model of showing what we're doing,” he said. “You don't just 
have to take it to dairy farms. It can go to all different places.” 

Beau Lamb noted that keys for local churches or mission groups 
interested in ministering to unreached workers and their 
families include prayer, funding and identifying ministry needs. 
Next steps include “the boldness to walk through that door and 
to trust that Christ is going to lead you to the right spot to share 
the right thing at the right time.” 

“It's almost hard to believe at times as a small-town pastor to 
see so many people come to Christ at one time,” he shared. 
“That ignites a fire that has really encouraged our local churches 
to be involved and to share and to give.” 

“There are so many other groups that could do something very 
similar to what we're doing,” Melissa Lamb urged.  

Reflecting her missions heart for unreached language groups all 
across the U.S., she concluded, “God has brought them to 
America. We can share the gospel with them.” 

------------------ 

To learn more about ministry opportunities through 
Foundations of Faith, visit www.ffaith.net. To support the 
ministry of WMU, give to the Vision Fund at 
www.wmufoundation.com/vision.  

Stanley Jones (left), founder of Foundations of Faith dairy ministry, 

visits with Foundations chaplains A.B. Najera (center) and Arturo 

Villa at one of the dairy farms where they minister to the primarily 

Spanish-speaking workers. (WMU photo by Trennis Henderson) 

Dairy workers cont... 

Foundations of Faith chaplain A.B. Najera baptizes a dairy worker 

who recently professed faith in Jesus Christ. Since its founding in 

2015, Foundations of Faith has recorded more than 500 salvations 

among dairy workers who come to the region primarily from Central 

America. (Photo courtesy of Melissa Lamb) 
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Why the Next Generation 
Needs Christian Apologetics 

By Aaron Wilson 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. -- When Jesse Florea glances out his 
office window at the patchwork display of fall colors 
surrounding the snow-capped summit of Pikes Peak in 
Colorado, he’s reminded of the power of worldviews. 

“Someone with an atheistic worldview might look at those 
mountains and say, ‘Billions of years of erosion and tectonic 
plate movement made some neat-looking peaks,’” said Florea. 
“But someone with a Christian worldview looks at the same 
mountains and says, ‘God created such a beautiful world for 
us to enjoy. His handiwork and love are obvious in the 
majesty of nature.’” 

Running his fingers along the window frame, Florea is next 
reminded of a Bible verse he once wrote on the studs of the 
house when it was being built. The verse, now quietly tucked 
behind layers of plaster and paint, is Romans 1:20: 

“For his invisible attributes, that is, his eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the 
world, being understood through what he has made. As a 
result, people are without excuse.” 

This verse, along with others, reflects Florea’s heart in helping 
children develop and grow a Christian faith that’s built on 
solid evidence. 

The power of apologetics 

Florea is the author of several apologetics books for kids 
including “Defend Your Faith: 100 Devotions for Kids with 
Questions” and “The Case for Christ Young Readers Version” 
written with Lee Strobel. He’s also the editor of the “CSB 
Defend Your Faith Bible” and has served for more than two 
decades as the editor of Focus on the Family’s Clubhouse and 
Clubhouse Jr. magazines for kids. 

Florea’s own journey with apologetics—which he describes as 
looking into facts and building one’s faith in Christ on 
evidence—started as a teenager when his mother gave him the 
book “More Than a Carpenter.” He later received apologetics 
training at Wheaton College and at his local church, listening 
to Strobel teach a sermon series that would become the 
bestselling book “The Case for Christ.” 

While Florea’s familiarity with apologetics began later in life, 
he believes it’s important for churches and parents to begin 
introducing kids to evidence for the faith at a young age—even 
before they make a personal profession of faith. 

“Apologetics is an amazing evangelistic tool,” Florea said. “It’s 
the Holy Spirit who softens people’s hearts to the truth of the 
gospel, but by studying the evidence and facts for Christianity, 
a person seeking the truth can gain even more confidence in 
his or her decision to follow Christ. Becoming a Christian 
takes faith and belief. Apologetics makes that belief much 
stronger because it’s built on facts.” 

Establishing a foundation in apologetics early on may also 
help guard against the church drift many young adults who 
grow up in church experience as they get older. 

In a 2017 study, LifeWay Research found that young adults 
who drop out of church are less likely to say, “The student 
ministry taught me how to defend my Christian faith” (46% v 
63% among those who stayed in church). 

“The more children and students can understand about their 
faith at a young age, the better equipped they’ll be to stand 

“In some ways, the pandemic has made me more excited to 
plant because people are looking for connection and hope 
now more than ever,” he said. “A lot of people are aching 
for real authenticity. I’m excited to see how that’s fleshed 
out in the church in the coming year.” 

Outreach tips in an overwhelming season 

Although only 2% of churches say they’ve had to cut an 
outreach ministry due to COVID, many pastors report 
pandemic-related difficulties including personal 
exhaustion and concern about the safety and well-being of 
members. This has understandably made evangelism 
harder to prioritize in the church. 

Arce and Elliff are familiar with these challenges but offer 
the following tips to encourage church leaders who long to 
participate in fulfilling the Great Commission through 
local outreach. 

1. Start with prayer and only do God-initiated 
projects. 

“It sounds simple, but the larger the church, the easier it is 
to do a lot of stuff that’s not God-initiated,” said Elliff. “If 
we’re not personally pursuing the Lord to seek His leading, 
then we’ll have nothing to give anyone.” 

Likewise, before Arce’s church began doing door-to-door 
outreach, he took members through a 40-day prayer 
emphasis keying in on themes from the Bible study 
“Return to Me” by Claude King. 

“Working with the Tennessee Baptist Convention, we 
assigned every family with 15 addresses in the local radius 
of our church,” said Arce. “Our families began regularly 
praying for the people at these addresses before we ever 
engaged them in person.” 

2. Identify how your church and community are 
unique and recognize that your church doesn’t 
have to reach everyone. 

“The Lord has called and equipped you to where you are 
for a reason and has brought the people in your church 
around you for a reason,” said Elliff. “Recognize that every 
church has its own DNA and its own passions. 

“You don’t have to be a huge church with a lot of resources. 
You can be a church of 50 with people who like to sew and 
knit and meet the needs of the sewing and knitting 
community where you are. Or your church can connect 
with unchurched people who have a passion for board 
games in your community. Focus on whatever is unique to 
where you are.” 

3. Be consistent and don’t make assumptions. 

“You can’t just do outreach once or twice and say, ‘Well, 
that didn’t work,’” said Arce. “You’ve got to keep it up. It 
takes a while to say hello to a community. 

“Also, don’t make the assumption that outreach is 
sidelined because a pandemic is going on and that people 
won’t want to engage with you,” he said. “People will open 
their door if you knock on it.” 

4. Join in where Christ is already working. 

“Often in church culture we try to build stuff and invite 
people to come to us. But what’s usually more effective is 
joining in where the Lord is already working and where 
He’s opening doors,” said Elliff. 
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firm when their beliefs are challenged 
during their teen and college years,” said 
Florea. “Following Jesus isn’t a blind 
faith. The facts and evidence are on the 
side of Christianity. 

“I believe when kids and students dig in 
and look at an issue, such as creation 
versus the theory of evolution, they’ll 
discover it actually takes more faith to 
believe in evolution than it does in a 
Creator God.” 

Why apologetics brings 
apprehension 

Despite the value of discovering 
apologetics early in life, many Christians 
only become familiar with the topic in a 
specialized Bible study class or during 
higher education courses. Florea believes 
this is likely due to adults being 
intimidated by apologetics and 
underestimating children’s ability to 
comprehend it. 

Regarding the latter, Florea says 
Christians need to change their thinking. 

“Kids may lack life experience and the 
wisdom that years bring, but they are 
thinking, feeling, loving, smart human 
beings created in the image of God. They 
want to be challenged in their faith,” 
Florea said. 

“They want to know things about Jesus 
that others don’t know. Instead of talking 
down to or underestimating kids and 
students, we need to be equipping them 
with the truth and sending them out to 
change the world.” 

How families can teach apologetics 

If discipleship is supposed to begin in the 
home, then parents are the first ones 
tasked with helping their children 
understand the evidence behind the 
Christian faith. Florea believes this begins 
by cultivating a home environment where 
kids are openly encouraged to ask 
questions about Christianity. 

“Questioning your faith isn’t bad; it’s 
healthy,” he said. “When we ask a 
question, we aren’t displaying doubt—
we’re showing a desire to learn. But we 
can’t get stuck in our question; we have to 
look for answers. And most importantly, 
we have to search for truth in the right 
places.” 

Florea believes parents can help direct 
kids to the right answers by modeling 
Bible reading and leading regular family 
devotions. To help equip families for the 
latter, he recently released “Defend Your 
Faith,” a family resource from B&H 
Publishing that contains 100 devotions 
presenting evidence and facts about big 
questions of faith and life. 

Through such devotions, parents can 
examine the Holy Land at a distance to 
see how biblical archeology has proven 
that the people and places described in 
the Bible are real, explore science to show 
God’s order and design in creation, and 
allow kids to wrestle with questions such 
as “How do I know that the Bible is really 
true?” 

“Over and over again, it’s been proven 
that parents have the greatest impact on 
their children’s lasting faith,” said Florea. 
“Family devotions are extremely 
important in this regard. In just a few 
minutes each day, devotionals can open 

up important discussions for parents and 
children.” 

How churches can teach apologetics 

Just as spiritually healthy families 
encourage kids to ask questions about 
faith, kids’ and student ministries can also 
help foster the inquisitive nature of 
children, said Florea. 

“Ministries can invite kids and students to 
ask questions about their faith,” he said. 
“This can be done anonymously. Then, 
once a month, leaders can select a few 
questions and address them during the 
teaching time.” 

Florea also believes that pastors and other 
church leaders can partner in an 
equipping role with parents. 

“As a parent, we might not have all the 
answers. But we can go to our pastor and 
leaders for wisdom and direction in how 
to answer them.” he said. “I also think 
churches should encourage families to use 
different apologetics study Bibles for their 
daily reading. In this way, apologetics 
learning can happen naturally as parents 
and children read God’s Word for 
themselves.” 

Several apologetics study Bibles exist for 
different age groups including the 
“Defend Your Faith Bible” for kids (edited 
by Florea), the “Apologetics Study Bible 
for Students,” and the “Apologetics Study 
Bible” for adults. And at 
ApologeticsBible.com, families can find 
free, helpful videos and other resources to 
help them dig deeper into the subject. 

 

 
“Find a school. Find 
a community 
project. Get 
involved with your 
local government, 
sports and civic 
clubs. You don’t 
have to build a new 
outreach ministry. 
Find out what’s 
already happening 
around you and get 
involved.” 

Aaron Wilson is a 
writer for LifeWay 
Christian Resources. 
 
Photo: Lucinda Arce (left) and her mother Holly Arce distribute candy to local 

families during a trunk-or-treat event at Madison First Baptist Church. To reach 

the community, the church hosts a targeted outreach event each month and 

conducts door-to-door neighborhood visits each week. | Sergio Arce photo  
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The purpose behind apologetics 

As churches and families work to equip children 
and students with an early foundation in 
apologetics, it’s important for them to remember 
the purpose for establishing evidence for the 
faith. It’s not about tearing down detractors but 
is rather about reaching the lost by lifting up 
Christ and the claims of His gospel. 

“God doesn’t call us to argue another person into 
heaven, but the apostle Peter did tell us, ‘in your 
hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, ready at 
any time to give a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you,’” 
Florea said.  

“When the next generation has a heart for Jesus, 
their hope for the future will be evident to others. 
Then by studying apologetics, if someone asks 
what’s different about them, they can take the 
opportunity to talk about Jesus and share the 
evidence that makes up the foundation of their 
faith.” 

Aaron Wilson is a writer for LifeWay Christian 
Resources. 
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