
Focusing on the Landscape… 

Across Utah and Idaho 
Thank you for the cards, emails, phone calls, texts, and Facebook notes this past 

month. You have been an incredible blessing to me and my family as we have 

experienced my mom’s going home to be with Jesus on July 16.  My mom had been 

dealing with dementia the last five years and my dad was a great caregiver, especially 

the last few months when he was doing most everything for her at home. We 

appreciate your prayers and kind words. My parents were just about to celebrate their 

60th wedding anniversary the end of July.  I would appreciate prayers for my dad as he 

adjusts to life after mom. 

The beginning of August, JeQuita and I helped Hunter move across the country to Ft. 

Benning, Georgia, as he begins serving in the Army. He was commissioned earlier this 

summer as a 2nd Lieutenant and graduated from United State Military Academy at 

West Point in June. To say we are proud is an understatement.  He is all settled into 

his first apartment in Columbus for the next nine to ten months as he takes Armor 

Basic Officer Leadership Course and several other military schools before heading to 

Ft. Bliss early next summer. We did not get to attend his graduation due to COVID-19 

but did enjoy watching it live. 

I continue to be amazed at how our churches and pastors are responding through this 

long challenging journey of COVID-19. Our churches have made major adjustments to 

continue to provide worship online and at social distance for in person services. We 

just do not know how the Lord will use this in getting the gospel out to so many folks 

around the world and locally.   

Our churches in Utah-Idaho, via the internet, are preaching the gospel around the 

world literally 24/7.  Oquirrh Mountain Country Church messages have been viewed 

by some of my oldest son’s friends in Israel. I want to say to all of our pastors- thank 

you for how much you are doing and all the new ways you are working to get the 

gospel out to your church and community every week. Please remember to lift your 

UISBC Cooperative 
Program Giving Report 

June/July 2020 

Cooperative Program giving  

  June $65,564.77 

July $61,944.54 

Cooperative Program budget  

$61,673.42 

Over/Under CP budget  

  June +$3,891.35 

July +$271.12  

State Missions Offering given 

 June $5,719.02 

July $3,980.27 

 

January-July 2020 

Cooperative Program giving  

$448,432.06 

Cooperative Program budget  

$431,713.94 

Over/Under CP budget  

+$16,718.12 (+3.9%) 

State Missions Offering 

$43,352.30 

State Missions Offering 2020 Goal 

$95,000 
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pastor and church leadership up in prayer.  

Pray for our annual meeting. Currently, we are planning to 
meet in person for the Annual Meeting on October 30 and at 
the pastors’ conference the day before. Be looking for updates 
as we draw closer to the meeting.  We desire for it to be a great 
time of revival, inspiration, and networking.  Pray for our 
officers and the Order of Business committee as they work on 
putting together a program that covers the necessities yet 
allows all who attend or watch online to enjoy.   

Rob Lee 

Pastorless Churches 

• Sevier Valley Baptist Church, Richfield, David Payne, 

Interim 

• First Baptist Church, Mt. Pleasant, interims Don Carter 

and Perry Causey 

• Salt Lake Chinese Baptist Church 

• Stites Baptist Church 

• First Baptist Church, Roy, interim Dr. John Thomas 

• First Baptist Church, Moab 

• Central Valley Baptist Church, Cascade 

• First Baptist Church, Orofino 

• Crossroads Church, Rose Lake 

• Cowboy churches that David Kite pastored in Eastern 

Idaho: Christ’s Country Cowboy Church, Pocatello 

Cowboy Church, and Teton Valley Cowboy Church 

• Layton Hills Baptist Church 
 

Prayer & Praises 

• Prayers for Alpha Omega Urdu Church and the family 
of Pastor Zafar Gill who died of a heart attack in July. 

• Prayers for Pastor Jon Beckwith at Fillmore Baptist 
Church as he is now home on hospice dealing with cancer. 
Pray for their church and Jon’s wife, Christina. 

• Prayer and Praise - Patty Alexander, wife of James 
Alexander, former pastor at Spanish Fork now pastoring in 
Oregon. Patty had delicate brain surgery in June that went 
well and she is recovering. 

• Pray for those on the Navajo nation as they continue to 
deal with the terrible impacts of COVID-19. 

• Pray for our nation for justice, peace, and coming 
together seeking God’s guidance as we heal and deal with 
challenges. 

• Pray for Mike Ellis, church planter, New Life Ontario, as 
he grieves the loss of his dad. And, his father-in-law had 
heart surgery August 18. 

• Pray for Rob Lee and family, and his dad Ken, as they 
grieve loss of his mom. 

• Pray for John Martinez, Eastside Baptist Church, and 
family as they grieve the loss of his nephew. 

• Pray for Ministerios Nueva Vida in Wendover, Layton 
Hills Baptist Church, Mt. Pleasant Southern Baptist Church, 
and Crosspoint Church of Caldwell as they have had to deal 
with COVID-19 impacting their members and church 
schedule 

• Pray for Bonnie Martin and family as her brother is 
dealing with cancer in Canada, they are not able to visit him 
in person. 

U & I Praying Together 

From Ministry Grid: 

Policies and guidelines are changing weekly. 

Reopening plans call for brand new volunteer roles. 

Current staffing structures need to be adapted. 

If you are a church leader, these statements resonate all 
too well with you. And you know our current culture is 
volatile, uncertain, complex, and ambiguous. 

We want to help you lead through any uncertainty or crisis 
your church faces. 

That is why we have put together this free guide on Rapid 
Recruiting and Ministry Realignment. This guide covers 7 
steps to respond with vision, understanding, clarity, and 
agility in your church. 

 (1) Strategic Realignment Framework 

 (2) Critical Vulnerabilities Audit 

 (3) Ministry and Volunteer Audit  

 (4) Finding New Roles and New Volunteers 

 (5) Simplifying Ministry Checklists 

 (6) Rapid Onboarding and Development Process 

 (7) Components of Success 

Each of these steps comes with downloadable exercises 
and frameworks to process with your team. 

So if you want to create a framework in your church and 
respond rapidly to this changing season, check out this free 
guide! 

 

 

A Free Guide to Rapidly 
Recruit Volunteers and 

Realign Ministries 

Gospel cont... 

The greatest among you will be your servant.  Matthew 23:11 

Free Guide 

https://ministrygrid.com/rapidrecruitment?vgo_ee=Oisr4JaKyd41%2FH%2FGAG0%2FYg%3D%3D


New England WMU president 
reflects on spiritual journey 

from Ghana to U.S. 

By Trennis Henderson, WMU National Correspondent 

LEOMINSTER, Mass.—When Doris Opoku and her family 
immigrated to the United States from Ghana in 2008, they 
had no idea what ministry opportunities God had in store for 
them.  

Since that time, in addition to becoming U.S. citizens, Doris 
was elected Woman’s Missionary Union president for the six-
state Baptist Convention of New England and her husband, 
Seth Opoku, was named president of the North American 
Baptist Association of the Ghana Baptist Convention, one of 
several ethnic fellowships affiliated with the Southern Baptist 
Convention.  

Doris balances her WMU leadership responsibilities, 
including serving on the National WMU Executive Board, 
with her roles as a pastor’s wife, mother of five and a certified 
nursing assistant at a group home for the elderly. 

Seth, a Baptist minister while in Ghana, was called as the first 
pastor of United Faith Baptist Church in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, after arriving in the States. He currently is the 
bivocational pastor of LifeWay Baptist Church International 
in Leominster, Massachusetts.  

During a Sunday morning message at LifeWay International’s 
small storefront sanctuary, Pastor Opoku reminded his 
congregation, “The choices you make today will determine 
your destiny tomorrow.” That is a truth that the Opokus have 
learned firsthand on their spiritual journey. 

Affirming that “your destiny is in your hands,” he emphasized 
that the most significant decision is to “allow Jesus to be your 
Master and Savior for life.” 

When the Opokus left their homeland to pursue the hope of 
greater opportunities in the U.S., “it was my husband who 
applied and went to school because he wanted to further his 
education,” Doris explained. He went on to earn his master’s 
degree from Clark University in Worcester. 

More than a decade later, “the benefits are mostly for the 
kids,” she added. “There are more opportunities here, 
especially since education here is more advanced and very 
good for them.” 

Navigating cultural challenges 

Of course, relocating to a new country halfway around the 
world wasn’t without its challenges. Describing her family’s 
cultural transition as an enlightening experience, Doris said 
they quickly discovered that “things work differently in 
America – not like the way we were in Ghana.” 

Following their arrival, she said it took several months to 
navigate such issues as renting an apartment, finding jobs, 
getting medical screenings and registering their children for 
school. 

She said other adjustments ranged from coping with the 
extremely cold New England winters to building community 
with their new neighbors. “In Ghana, you can say hi to 
anybody and talk to anybody,” she reflected. By contrast, she 
said they found that in New England culture “you have to 
know your boundaries when you are talking to people in the 
community.” 

That has been a particular hurdle as they have sought to 

2021 VBS archeology theme leads 
kids to unearth truth about Jesus 

By Aaron Wilson 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Next summer, kids will roll up their 
sleeves and grab excavation gear as they head to 
archaeological sites of present-day Israel with “Destination 
Dig,” the 2021 Vacation Bible School theme from LifeWay 
Christian Resources. 

In “Destination Dig,” kids will take the role of junior 
archaeologists as they embark on an adventure to study 
pieces of the past to learn the truth about who Jesus is and 
why He came. Along the way, they’ll discover the truth of 
Jeremiah 29:13, that God reveals Himself to people when 
they seek and search for Him with all their hearts. 

“Time and time again, archaeologists’ discoveries affirm the 
veracity of Scripture,” said Melita Thomas, VBS and kids 
ministry specialist for LifeWay. “By rooting Bible stories in 
tangible, historical finds, kids will discover for themselves 
that the Bible is true and that every page of Scripture helps 
present the absolute and unwavering truth of the gospel.” 

Famous artifacts and historical finds including pottery jars 
holding the Qumran scrolls, the Pool of Siloam, Caiaphas’ 
steps and a first century, rolling gravestone will help 
children get a visualization of biblical events such as Jesus’ 
birth, miracles, betrayal, death, resurrection, and the spread 
of the early church. 

Each day of the week is 
framed around a different, 
overarching truth, 
including: 

Jesus came as God 
promised. 

Jesus demonstrated 
God’s power. 

Jesus was betrayed and 
rejected. 

Jesus died and rose 
again. 

The Bible is true. 

“Archaeology is, at its core, a search for truth,” said Thomas. 
“And God has promised that people will find Him when they 
wholeheartedly search for truth.” 

Throughout the VBS experience, kids will explore different 
rotation sites and activities including a Worship Rally Dig 
Site, Bible Study Tent, Artifact Crafts, Mess Tent Snacks, 
Recreations Ruins, Missions Market, and Desert Cave Music. 
“Destination Dig” employs the motto, “Seek Truth! Find 
Jesus!” 

VBS remains one of the most popular church programs in 
the U.S., LifeWay Research shows. Six in 10 Americans say 
they went to VBS growing up, and 95% of parents whose 
child attended VBS say it provided a positive experience. 

VBS also continues to be a leading outreach event for 
churches. “Last summer, more than 58,000 people made 
professions of faith as a direct result of VBS,” said Thomas. 

More information can be found at lifeway.com/vbs. 

Aaron Wilson is a writer for LifeWay Christian Resources. 
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invite families to visit LifeWay 
Church. “It’s very difficult to 
go into the communities and 
talk to people when it comes to 
spiritual work,” Doris noted. 
“Most of the times what we do 
is we use handouts. We go to 
apartments and put tracts in 
the people’s doors and see 
what response we get.” 

As with most congregations, 
the coronavirus pandemic has 
made outreach efforts even 
more challenging. After 
holding online worship 
services for the past few 
months, LifeWay recently 
transitioned to a combination 
of in-person and online 
services. Even amid such 
setbacks, Doris said, “We pray 
that God will touch people.” 

Sharing WMU’s spiritual impact 

On the WMU front, Doris also discovered significant cultural 
differences between Ghana and New England. 

The most striking differences? “In Ghana, we have WMU in 
every Baptist church,” she explained. “Every married woman in 
the church becomes part of the WMU. 

“We host quarterly and annual programs, including Bible 
studies, prayer and inviting resource persons to speak and 
educate the members on issues relevant to our walk with God 
and being useful to the community,” she added. “All the women 
in the local churches are expected to be part of the WMU. … It’s 
a little bit different from how you do it here.” 

After accepting the New England WMU presidency in 2016, 
Doris said, “I realized that WMU is not that much known in the 
churches here in New England. Most of the churches don’t have 
WMU. When you talk to the ladies about WMU, they tell you, ‘I 

have not heard of it.’” 

During her four-year term as 
president that concludes this 
fall, Doris said her primary goal 
has been to help change that 
reality one church at a time. 

In addition to hosting an annual 
ethnic retreat for women 
throughout New England, she 
said her vision is to provide 
churches with “information 
about WMU, tell them what 
WMU does, everything about 
WMU and see the women get 
involved in it.” 

Taking a page from her WMU 
experiences in Ghana, Doris said, 
“It is important to try to expand” 
WMU’s missions and ministry 
presence in New England because 
WMU organizations such as 

Mission Friends, Girls in Action, Royal Ambassadors and 
Acteens are vital in helping “train the kids and train the young 
leaders as they are growing up.” 

Combining missions discipleship with Christian hospitality, she 
emphasized, “Through that, you have some young women and 
men who might invite their friends over and they’ll also listen to 
the Word of God and get their lives changed, accept Christ and 
go to church.” 

Inviting prayer for her personal “strength and the opportunity 
to be available to do God’s work,” Doris said her involvement in 
WMU on the local, regional and national levels has blessed her 
with friendship, love and community in her adopted home.  

Her ongoing prayer is that other women in New England and 
beyond will gain those same blessings as they discover the 
spiritual influence and impact of Woman’s Missionary Union. 

Disaster Relief Training 

Where: Central Valley Baptist Church (600 N. Ten Mile Road, Meridian, Idaho) 

When: September 25-26, 2020 

Training Session: DR Operational Stress First Aid (OSFA) 

 Is a flexible, multi-step process for the timely assessment and pre-clinical care of stress reactions or injuries in individuals or 
units with the goal to preserve life, prevent further harm, and promote recovery.  

 Required for DR Chaplains and recommended for all people working in a stressful environment. 

 NOTE: This is one of the required trainings to serve as a DR Chaplain. You will also need a recommendation from your pastor 
and approval from Utah-Idaho leadership. To serve nationally as a DR Chaplain, there is an application and similar approvals 
as the Utah-Idaho approval. There is not an assertion that these classes will be accepted in other chaplain services. 

 Class registration due by September 20.  

 No church camping available. Friday dinner will be on your own. If you need hotel or restaurant information, please ask the 
contact persons.  

 Contact persons: Russel Hohmann, 801-644-4638, disaster.relief@uisbc.org; Joe or Delores O’Neill, 208-880-9340, 
daoneill94@gmail.com; Tiffany Neilson, 208-440-3982, kunacat@gmail.com 

New England WMU President Doris Opoku and her husband, Seth, pastor 

of LifeWay Baptist Church International in Leominster, Massachusetts, are 

the parents of five children: Emmanuel, Theophilus, Keziah, Jessica and 

Danielle. (WMU photo by Pam Henderson) 

WMU cont... 
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by Paul Chitwood 

IMB’s vision:  A multitude from every language, people, tribe 
and nation knowing and worshiping our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Rev. 7:9).  

The Revelation 7:9-10 vision that we steward at the IMB is 
literally the culmination of human history. But it’s not our 
vision. This is the vision the Lord has given for His Church. This 
vision is what drives the ministry and mission of the Church to 
this very day and will continue to drive the ministry and mission 
of the Church until the Lord Jesus comes to claim His Church. 
That vision is what we must look toward to, what we give our 
lives to, and—if called upon—what we give our lives for. 

What could be more exciting than investing two years of your 
life in the role God has for you in His vision? At the IMB, we are 
looking for team members who are recent college graduates 
under the age of 30, sent by their church as missionaries for a 
two-year term on the international mission field. We call these 
team members “journeymen,” and they are a vital part of IMB 
missionary teams all over the world. Serving as a journeyman 
allows young adults to be on mission and explore the possibility 
of lifelong service as a missionary. 

What an incredible privilege you and I have to be a part of the 
most important work in the universe! The omnipresent, 
omniscient, omnipotent God of the universe, who is merciful, 
loving and kind, is deserving of praise in every language He has 
placed on the tongues of men and women. He is worthy to be 
worshiped by all peoples, tribes and nations. 

When we look closer at Rev. 7:9, we see that the multitude 
worshiping God will not be comprised of a crowd from some 
nations, many tribes, most peoples and several languages. 
Rather, God promises in His Word that the multitude 
worshiping Him will include representatives 
from every nation, all tribes, all peoples and all languages. 

That’s a big difference, and that’s where you and I come in. 

For you see, the great, innumerable multitude could already be 
comprised of representatives from some nations, many tribes, 
most peoples and several languages. If that’s the vision, we can 
all stay home and wait for heaven.  

But the Lord’s vision is all-inclusive of every nation. All tribes. 
All peoples. All languages. His vision—the vision of heaven 
where all the tears have been wiped away, and there is no more 
death or sorrow or pain—is one where the Father is being 
praised in every language He has placed on the tongues of men, 
and His beloved Son is being worshiped by those who owe Him 
everything.  

Praise the Lord we will be there, alongside those, in far reaches 
of the world, who have heard His good news. But not everyone 
has heard—yet.  

How then will they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 
As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach 
the good news!” (Romans 10:14-15, ESV).  

Consider this: 

We have around 200 journeyman job requests on the books at 
the IMB. These are significant, strategic requests made by full-
time missionary teams around the world who are eager and 
excited to receive journeymen to join with them in reaching the 
lost.  

The journeyman program is fully supported! This is unique to 
the IMB and involves not only financial support, but also the 
prayer and community support of Southern Baptist churches.  

The journeyman program offers an excellent opportunity for 
international service and work experience directly after college 
or graduate school. Not only are journeymen serving as 
members of missionary teams, but they also are gaining unique 
and valuable international work experience along the way. 

Are you willing to ask the Lord how He might use two years of 
your life in fulfilling the Revelation 7:9 vision? You and I know 
that the vision will be fulfilled. The great privilege we have is to 
be part of it. 

Paul Chitwood is president of the International Mission Board.  

To learn more about the IMB journeyman program visit 
www.imb.org/journeyman. 

All-inclusive vision demands we ‘go!’ 

It is one of the most common questions 
we get from church leaders: When will all 
the church members return to in-person 
services? 
 
Leaders do not like my response: Never. 
 
It is a reality church leaders and members 
are hesitant to accept. For most churches, 
not all the church members who were 
attending before the pandemic will re-
turn. In fact, our anecdotal conversations 
with church members and church leaders 
indicate somewhere between 20 percent 
and 30 percent of the members will not 
return to your church. 

From an attendance perspective, if 20 
percent of a church with a pre-pandemic 
attendance of 200 do not return, the new 
reality attendance will be 160 in attend-
ance after everyone feels safe to return. 
You can do the math for your own church. 
 
So, who are these non-returning church 
members? Why are they not returning? 
Here are the five most common dropout 
groups. The groups are not mutually ex-
clusive; there could be significant overlap. 
 
1. The decreasing attendance mem-
bers. These were your members who, at 
one time, attended church almost four 

times a month. Before the pandemic, 
their frequency of attendance declined to 
twice a month or even once a month. 
COVID accelerated their trends. They are 
now attending zero times a month. 
 
2. The disconnected church mem-
bers. If a church member is in a small 
group, his or her likelihood of returning is 
high. If they attend worship only, their 
likelihood of attendance is much lower. 
Please let this reality be a strong motiva-
tion to emphasize in-person small groups 
once everyone feels safe to return. 
 
3. The church-is-another-activity 

Five Types of Church Members Who Will  

Not Return after the Quarantine 

Church members cont. on page 7 
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LifeWay Wins Eight Spanish 
Publishing Awards Including 

‘Book of the Year’ 

By Aaron Wilson 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. -- LifeWay Christian Resources and its 
B&H Publishing Español division received eight awards and 
recognitions from the Spanish Evangelical Publishers 
Association (SEPA). 

Each year, SEPA recognizes the highest quality and 
excellence in the publication, sale and marketing of 
Christian literature in Spanish. 

In addition to collecting more SEPA awards this year than 
any other publisher during the online presentation on June 
18, LifeWay received the top honor of “Original Book of the 
Year” for “De Pastores y Predicadores” [From Pastors and 
Preachers] by Miguel Núñez. 

It was the second year in a row LifeWay and B&H Español 
received this recognition, and the third time in the past five 
years. 

“We are grateful to God for receiving these awards and are 
aware of the responsibility we have as a ministry,” said 
César Custodio, Spanish sales and marketing director. “We 
live in a world that must know God’s truths, and our 
resources help believers grow in faith and be truthful 
witnesses of the message of the gospel. This reaffirms our 
commitment to creating reliable resources for Christians.” 

Other awards LifeWay received include: 

Best Devotional – “Un año con Dios” [A Year with God] 

Best Kid’s Book – “Oraciones para Dormir” [Prayers for 
Bedtime]  

Best Reference Book – “Diccionario Bíblico 
Holman” [Holman Bible Dictionary]  

Best Specialty Bible – “Biblia del Pescador” [Fisher of Men 
Bible]  

LifeWay was also recognized for the following Milestone 
Honors for exceptional sale achievements of more than 
100,000 copies sold: 

“The Resolution for Men” by Stephen Kendrick, Alex 
Kendrick and Randy Alcorn 

“My Experience with God” by Henry Blackaby, Richard 
Blackaby and Claude King 

“Holman Spanish Study Bible” 

This was also the second year in a row that Núñez, pastor of 
Iglesia Bautista International in Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic, was honored with the SEPA “Original Book of the 
Year” award. LifeWay and B&H Español recently signed 
Núñez to author five additional books with the publishing 
company. 

“Dr. Miguel Núñez is one the most influential voices in Latin 
America, and God is doing amazing things through His 
ministry,” said Giancarlo Montemayor, Spanish trade 
publisher. “In a part of the world where false teaching 
permeates abundantly, Dr. Núñez is proclaiming the true 
and only gospel of Jesus Christ. It’s an honor for us to come 
alongside his ministry. 

“Signing this five-book agreement is very special to us 

Maestría en Estudios 
Teológicos 

¿Qué es la Maestría en Estudios Teológicos (MET)? 
 
La Maestría en Estudios Teológicos (MET) en línea del 
Seminario Southwestern es el programa de estudios a nivel 
de maestría más corto ofrecido por un seminario de la 
Convención Bautista del Sur (SBC) de los Estados Unidos. 
Esta maestría comprende estudios diversos de las diferentes 
disciplinas teológicas. La maestría en Estudios Teológicos 
(MET) ofrece la flexibilidad que se necesita en el mundo 
actual, ya que es un programa totalmente acreditado que 
requiere solo de 12 clases (equivalentes a 3 horas crédito por 
clase para un total de 36 hrs crédito). 
 
¿Para qué sirve una Maestría en Estudios 
Teológicos? 
 
La Maestría en Estudios Teológicos está diseñada para 
capacitar no sólo a pastores y líderes de las iglesias locales, 
sino que también está diseñada teniendo en cuenta a todo 
aquel que desee profundizar sus conocimientos en las 
Sagradas Escrituras. 
 
¿Quién puede inscribirse en la Maestría en Estudios 
Teológicos? 
 
Cualquier persona que tenga una relación personal con 
Cristo y que haya completado estudios a nivel universitario 
en una institución educativa acreditada puede inscribirse. 
 
¿Desde qué lugar se puede hacer la Maestría en 
Estudios Teológicos? 
 
La MET se puede hacer desde cualquier lugar del mundo. El 
estudiante no necesita estar presente en el campus del 
seminario para completarla. Lo único que el estudiante 
necesita es tener una computadora con acceso a internet. 
 
¿En cuánto tiempo se puede terminar la Maestría 
en Estudios Teológicos? 
 
La MET está diseñada para terminarse en 2 años, dando por 
descontado que el estudiante tome un mínimo de 3 materias 
por semestre. Sin embargo, no existe un límite de tiempo 
para poder terminarla; el alumno puede tomar una o dos 
clases a la vez si así lo desea. 
 
¿Cómo puedo entrar al programa de la Maestría en 
Estudios Teológicos? 
 
Para solicitar la entrada en el programa de la Maestría en 
Estudios Teológicos (MET), por favor cree una cuenta y 
complete la solicitud en línea. Esto se puede llevar a cabo 
después de pulsar el vínculo “Solicitud de Admisión” que se 
encuentra en la parte superior de esta página. 
 
¿Cuánto cuesta la Maestría en Estudios Teológicos? 
 
Existen dos factores que se deben tener en cuenta a la hora 
de considerar el costo. Para los estudiantes que son 
miembros de una iglesia de la Convención Bautista del Sur 

La nueva Maestría en Estudios Teológicos 
Totalmente en línea 
 

¡Amplía tu formación teológica sin dejar tu ministerio! 
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de los Estados Unidos o para aquellos quienes hacen 
parte de iglesias que participan en el programa 
cooperativo de la convención, el costo de cada 
materia es de $160.00 US 
 
Para los estudiantes miembros de otras 
denominaciones que no están vinculadas a la 
Convención Bautista del Sur de los Estados Unidos, 
o para aquellos que no participan del programa 
cooperativo de la Convención Bautista del Sur, el 
costo de cada materia es de $320.00 US 
 
Estos valores están sujetos a cambio. 
 
Cursos Requeridos 
 
Hermenéutica Bíblica (BIBST 3203-IS) 
Antiguo Testamento Básico I (OLDTS 3313-IS) 
Antiguo Testamento Básico II (OLDTS 3323-IS) 
Nuevo Testamento Básico I (NEWTS 3313-IS) 
Nuevo Testamento Básico II (NEWTS 3323-IS) 
Historia de la Iglesia I  (CHAHT 3103-IS) 
Historia de la Iglesia II (CHAHT 3113-IS) 
Herencia Bautista (BPTST 3203-IS) 
Teología Sistemática I (SYSTH 3053-IS) 
Teología Sistemática II (SYSTH 3063-IS)) 
Teología Sistemática III (SYSTH 3073-IS) 
Apologética Cristiana o La Biblia y Asuntos Morales 
(PHILO 4373 o ETHIC 4323) 
Evaluación Sumaria (MTSTU 5000) 
 
Para más información, comuníquese con la 
Oficina de Admisiones 
 
Hay un representante hispanohablante que puede 
ayudarle por teléfono o por correo electrónico. 
 
817.923.1921 ext. 2700 
admissions@swbts.edu 

church members. These church members see gathered attendance as yet another activity on par, or lower, than other ac-
tivities. They were the church members who let inclement weather keep them from church but not their children’s Sunday 
soccer games. Commitment to the church was a low priority before the pandemic. They have no commitment in the post-
quarantine era.  
 
4. The constant-critic church members. These church members always had some complaints for the pastor. In fact, 
your pastor may be dying a death by a thousand cuts. They are likely still complaining even though they have not returned to 
in-person services. Many of them will not return at all.  
 
5. The cultural Christian church members. They were part of a declining group well before the pandemic. They were 
those church members who likely were not Christians but came to church to be accepted culturally. Today, there are few cul-
tural expectations for people to attend church. These cultural Christians learned during the pandemic that it was no big deal 
to miss church. It will be no big deal for them never to return. 
 
Church leaders and church members, however, should not fret about these losses. Your local church has the opportunity to 
write its future on a blank slate, and these church members really had no plans to be a part of that future anyway.  
 
You may feel the pain of the losses; that is normal. But God has a plan for your church to embrace the new reality to which 
you are headed. Head into His future with confidence. God’s got your church. And He’s got you.  
 
It’s cliché, but the best days are likely just ahead. 

because it confirms the trust Dr. Núñez has put in our hands to care for 
his ministry and to continue to spread God’s kingdom through good 
and faithful literature.” 

Resourcing the Spanish-speaking world with faithful literature 
continues to be a priority for LifeWay. 

In addition to supporting an ever-growing catalog of Spanish books 
and Bibles, LifeWay will begin publishing the curriculum line “The 
Gospel Project for Kids” in Spanish for the first time this fall, said 
Carlos Astorga, Spanish direct publisher. 

LifeWay will also begin publishing a new series of studies called 
“UNIDOS” specifically designed and contextualized for adult 
discipleship in Latin America. This new series, scheduled to launch this 
winter, draws from popular short-term and ongoing curriculum 
including “Disciple’s Path,” “Explore the Bible,” “Gospel Foundations” 
and “Bible Studies for Life.” 

And celebrating its first full year of ministry this past May, 
LifeWayEquipa.com, an online, video-driven training platform for 
Spanish-speaking Christians, now serves more than 14,000 leaders and 
pastors around the world. 

“We live in a world that must know God’s truths, and our resources 
help believers grow in 
faith and be truthful 
witnesses of the message 
of the gospel,” said 
Custodio. “[This year’s 
awards] validate the 
trajectory of our 
publishing line and 
commit us to maintain 
our focus on biblical, 
serious resources that 
are recognized by 
believers.” 

Aaron Wilson is a writer 
for LifeWay Christian 
Resources. 

SEPA cont... MET cont... 
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Photo by Kristopher Roller on Unsplash  

Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you experience various 

trials, because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  

And let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing. 

James 1:2-4 - Christian Standard Bible 
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